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EXDIS DECAPTIONED 
E.O. 12065:RDS-1 5/18/00 (GLEYSTEEN, W.}f.) OR-M 
TAGS: PGOV, PINS, MILI, KS, US 
SUBJECT: MY CALL ON MARTIAL LAM COMMANDER GENERAL LEE 

HUI SUNG 

REF: STATE 130472 

1. (S) ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. BEGIN SUMMARY: I MET MARTIAL LAW COMMANDER LEE MAY 18 
TO MAKE REFTEL REPRESENTATIONS. HE TOOK IT IN, WITH 
GREATER ATTENTION WHERE SPECIFIC ACTIONS WERE MENTIONED. 

HE JUSTIFIED EXPANDED MARTIAL LAW AS NECESSARY TO DETER 
A DANGER WHICH HAD BECOME AN UNACCEPTABLE THREAT TO THE 
SURVIVAL OF THE ROK. THE RAMPANT GROWTH OF commuNrst 
THINKING AMONG STUDENTS AND RADICAL TENDENCIES WITHIN THE 
STUDENT MOVEMENT POSED THE LIKELIHOOD OF MASSIVE DISORDERS 
WHICH THE GOVERNMENT COULD NOT CONTROL WITHOUT UNDERMINING 
THE COUNTRY'S EXTERNAL SECURITY. HENCE THE STRONG DETER-
RENT ACTIONS OF MAY 17. HE MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE DECISION 
wAS TAKEN BY 40 SENIOR ARMY LEADERS AT MID-OAY AND LATER 
SOLD TO THE PRESIDENT, "WHO UNDERSTOOD". HE BRUSHED OFF 
MY STRONG COmPLAINTS ABOUT FAILURE TO KEEP US INFORMED, 
AND HE wAS INITIALLY CRITICAL OF THE U.S. AND ME PERSONALLY 
FOR NOT FULLY UNDERSTANDING EVENTS IN KOREA AND THE EXTENT 
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TAGS~ PGOV, PlNS, MILI, KS, US 
SUBJECT: HY CALL ON HARTIAL LA# COHHANDER GENERAL LEE 

HUI SUNG 

REF: STATE 130472 

t. CS> ENTIRE TEXT, 

2. BEG IN SUl111ARY: I HET HART I A'L LAW CONMAN BER LEE MAY 18 
TO HAKE REFTEL REPRESENTATIONS. HE TOOK IT IN, WITH 
GREATER ATTENT[ON WHERE SPECIFIC ACTIONS WERE MENTIONED. 
HE JUSTIFIED EXPANDED MARTIAL LAW AS NECESSARY TO OET!R 
A DANGER WHICH HAO. BECONE AN UNACCEPTABLE THREAT TO THE 
SURY I VAL OF THE ROK.. THE RAMPANT GROWTH OF COHl1UN r~sr 
TMINKING AMONG STUDENTS AND RADICAL TENDENCIES WITHIN THE STUDENT HOYEHENT POSED THE LIKELIHOOD OF MASSIVE DISORDERS 
WHICH THE GOVERNMENT COULD NOT CONTROL WITHOUT UNOERHINlN~ 
THE.COUNTRY'S EXTERNAL SECURITY. HENCE THE STRONG DETER­RENT ACTIONS OF NAY 17. HE HADE IT CLEAR THAT THE DECISION 
WAS TAKEN BY ~O SENIOR ARNY LEADERS AT HID-DAY AND LATER 
SOLD TO THE PRESIDENT, "WHO UNDERSTOOD". HE BRUSHED Off 
HY STRONG COMPLAINTS ABOUT FAILURE TO KEEP US INFORMED, 
AND HE WAS INITIALLY CRITICAL OF THE U.S. AND HE PERSONALLY· 
FOR N-OT FULLY UNDERSTANDING EVENTS IN KOREA ANO THE EXTENT 
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ASSURED ME THAT NEITHER "STUDENT REVOLuTION" NOR "MILITARY 
DICTATORSHIP" WOULD OCCUR WHILE HE wA5 MARTIAL LAW COM-
MANDER. ASKED IF.OUR ANXIETY STEMMED FROM FEAR OF A MILI-
TARY TAKEOVER, I EXPLAINED THAT WE WERE NOT GOVERNED SY 
wHAT WOULD BE DESIRABLE IN TERMS OF U.S. VALUES, BUT BY 
WHAT WAS ACCEPTABLE TO THE KOREAN PEOPLE -- I FEARED THE 
KOREAN PEOPLE wOULO INTERPRET THE PATTERN OF RECENT GOVERN-
MENT ACTIONS AS INCONSISTENT WITH THEIR DESIRE FOR ORDERLY 
POLITICAL PROGRESS. TOWARD THE END OF THE CoNvERSTION 
LEE SHOWED MORE uNDERSTANDING'OF THE REASONS FOR OuR CON-
CERN, STILL ARGUING HOWEVER THAT ROK INTERESTS IN SURVIVAL 
WOULD 8E PARAmouNT. THE ONLY ACKNowLEDGEMENT THAT WE 
mIGHT TO SOME EXTENT BE RIGHT IN OUR POLITICAL ASSESSMENT 
wAS HIS STATEMENT 'THAT THE APPOINTMENT OF CHUN 000 HwAN 
AS ACTING KCIA DIRECTOR HAD BEEN ONE ACTION THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT HAD NOT BEEN ABLE TO EXPLAIN SATISFACTORILY TO 
THE PEOPLE. THROUGHOUT THE GENERAL WAS PURE YuSHIN AND 
GAVE THE IMPRESSION OF KNOWING wHAT HE WAS DOING AND 
BEING COMFORTABLE IN HIS EXPLANATIONS. ENO SUMMARY. 

3. ACCOMPANIED BY LT. GEN. ROSENCRANS AND POLCOUNS, I 
MET FOR ONE AND ONE-HALF HOURS MAY 18 WITH MARTIAL LAW 
COMMANDER LEE HUI SUNG (M-R: YI HUI-SONG). I INFORMED HIM 
THAT I HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED BY PRESIDENT CARTER TO MAKE 
REPRESENTATIONS TO HIM AND TO PRESIDOCT CHOI AND THEN 
CAREFULLY READ FROM PARA 4, REFTEL,, I ALSO OUTLINED IN-
FoRmATION CONTAINED IN PARAS 5 AND 6. I ADDED THAT I PER-
SONALLY FELT STRONGLY ABOUT THE EVENTS OF LAST NIGHT, 
WHICH I vIEwE0 WITH GREAT DISAPPOINTMENT. MY COLLEAGUES 
AND 1 HAD TRIED TO URGE MODERAJION ON ALL PARTIES, WITH 
ONLY MARGINAL SUCCESS. WHILE WE UNDERSTOOD THE EXTENT 
AND DANGER OF STUDENT PROYOCATION, WE COULD ONLY VIEW THE 
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ACTIONS oF YESTERDAY As ILL-ADVISED AND DEEPLY DISTURBING. 

4. I ASKED GENERAL LEE POINTEDLY HOW THE GOVERNMENT WAS 
FUNCTIONING AND TO WHOM I SHOULD SPEAK WHEN I HAD IMPOR-
TANT QUESTIONS OR INSTRUCTIONS OF AN URGENT NATURE. AFTER 
JUST SAYING 'THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS", LEE ASKED 
IF I HAD COME TO HIM BECAUSE OF A BELIEF THAT HIS POwER 
HAD EXPANDED. I RESPONOEO THAT AT THIS POINT WE SIMPLY 
010 NOT KNOW WHOSE POWER HAO EXPANDED. WE HAD HAD 
SERIOUS DIFFICULTY OYER THE PERIOD SINCE THE ASSASSINATION 
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ASSURED HE THAT NEITHER •STUDENT REVOLUTION" NOR •MILITARY 
DICTATORSHIP• WOULD OCCUR WHILE HE WAS MARTIAL LAW COM· 
MANDER, ASKED IF -OUR ANXIETY STENM!O FROM FEAR OF A MILi· 
TARY TAKEOVER, I EXPLAINED THAT WE WERE NOT GOVERNED SY 
WHAT WOULD SE DESIRABLE IN TERNS OF U,S, VALUES, BUT BY 
WHAT WAS ACCEPTABLE TO THE KOREAN PEOPLE ·- I FEARED THE 
KOR~AN PEOPLE WOULD INTERPRET THE PATTERN OF RECENT GOVERN· 
!1ENT ACTIONS AS INCONSISTENT WITH THEIR DESIRE FOR ORDERLY 
POLITICAL PROGRESS, TOWARD THE ENO OF THE CONVERSKTION 
LEE SHOWED MORE UNDERSTAjOING·OF THE REASONS FOR OUR CON· 
CERN, STILL ARGUING HOWEVER THAT ROK INTERESTS IN SURVIVAL 
WOULD BE PARAMOUNT, THE ONLY ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT WE 
HIGHT TO SOME EXTENT BE RIGHT IN OUR POLIT!C6L ASSESSMENT 
WAS HIS STATEMENT ~HAT THE APPOINTMENT OF CHUN 000 HWAN 

-AS ACTING KCIA DIRECTOR HAD BEEN ONE ACTION THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT H~D NOT BEEN ABLE TO EXPLAIN SATISFACTORILY TO 
THE PEOPLE. THROUGH6UT THE GENERAL WAS PURE YUSHIN AND 
GAVE THE IMPRESSION OF KNOWING WHAT HE WAS DOING AND 
BEING COMFORTABLE IN HIS EXPLANATIONS, ENO SUMMARY, 

3, ACCOMPANIED BY LT, GEN, ROSENCRANS AND POL,OUNS, I 
MET FOR ONE AND ONE·HAL.f iiOURS MAY 16 WIT!i MARTIAL LAW 
COMMANDER LEE HUI SUNG <M•R: YI HUI·SONG>, I INFORMED Hl/1 
TiiAT I HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED BY PRESIDENT CARTER T-0 MAKE 
REPRESENTATIONS TO HIM AND TO 'PRESIDENT CHOI AND THEN 
CAREFUL!. Y READ FR'OM PARA ~. REFTEL·,, l ALSO OUTL !NED lN· 
FORMATION CONTAtNED IN PARAS 5 AND 6. I ADDEO THAT I PER· 
~ONALLY FELT STRONGLY ASOUT THE EVENfS OF LAST NIGHT, 
WiiICii I VIEWED W[TH GREAT DISAPPO.INTMENT •. !!¥ COLL~AGUES 
ANO I iiAO TRIED TO URGE HODERA_TION ON ALL PARTIES,. WITH 
ONLY MARGINAL SUCCESS, WHILE WE UNDERSTOOD THE EXTENT 
ANO DANGER OF STUDENT PROVOCATION, WE COULD ONLY VIEW THE 
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ACTIONS OF YESTERDAY AS ILL-ADVISED ANO DEEPLY 8ISTURBING, 

4, 1 ASKED.GENERAL LEE ·po[NTEDLY HOW THE GOVERNMENT WAS 
FUNCTIONING ANO TO WHOM 1 SHOULD SPEAK WHEN I HAD IMPOR· 
TANT QUESTIONS OR INSTRUCTIONS OF AN URGENT NATURE. AFTER 
JUST SAYING ~THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS-, LEE ASKED 
IF I HAD CO~E TO HIM. BECAUSE OF~ BELIEF THAT HIS POWER 
HAO EXPANDED. I RESPONDED THAT AT THIS POINT WE SIMPLY 
DID NOT KNOW WHOSE POWER HAO EXPANDED, WE HAO HAD 
SERlOUS DIFFICULTY OVER THE PER[OO SINCE THE ASSASSINATION 
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OF PRESIDENT PARK IN DETERMINING WHO wAS IN CHARGE; FIRST 
wiTH THE TEMPORARY GOVERNMENT, THEN WITH THE INTERIM 
GOvERNMENT, THEN AFTER DECEMBER 12 AND NOw. OTHER ACTIONS, 
SuCH AS THE APPOINTMENT OF AN ACTING KCIA DIRECTOR ALSO 
LEFT uS WONDERING wHERE THE POwER OF DECISION RESIDED. 
OuR NEED FOR THIS KNOWLEDGE COULD BE ILLUSTRATED BY A 
SIMPLE EXAMPLE. OUR PUBLIC STATEMENT ON LAST NIGHT'S 
EVENTS WOULD WARN NORTH KOREA NOT TO TAKE ADYANTAGE OF 
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE ROK. IN THIS AREA, THERE MIGHT BE A 
NEED FOR URGENT DISCUSSION EITHER OF A POLITICAL, 
MILITARY, OR POLITICAL/MILITARY NATURE. IT WAS ESSENTIAL 
THAT WE KNOW WHOM TO CONTACT. 

S. GENERAL LEE EXPLAINEO THAT THE EVENTS OF LAST EVENING 
HAD MADE CHANGES IN THE MARTIAL LAW SITUATION: SOME 
PEOPLE SAID THIS INCREASEO HIS POWER, OTHERS SAID IT DID 
NOT. LEGALLY HE REMAINED UNDER CIVILIAN CONTROL, BUT 
THE LEVEL OF AUTHORITy DIRECTING HIS ACTIONS HAS CHANGED, 
AND, AS A PRACTICAL MATTER, HE NOW EXERCISED CONTROL OYER 
PART OF THE CABINET AND REGIONAL OFFICIALS. 
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OF PRESIDENT PARK IN DETERMINING WHO WAS IN CHARGE; FIRST 
WITH THE TEMPORARY GOVERNMENT, THEN WITH THE INTERIM 
GOVERN/'IENT, THEN AFTER DECE/'IBER 12 ANO NOW, OTHER ACTIONS, 
SUCH AS THE APPOINTMENT OF AN ACT·ING KCIA DIRECTOR ALSO 
lEFT US WONDERING WHERE THE POWER OF DECISION RESIDED. 
OUR NEED FOR THIS KNOWLEDGE COULD BE ILLUSTRATED BY A 
SIMPLE EXAMPLE, OUR PUBLIC-STATEMENT ON LAST NIGHT'S 
!:VENTS WOULD WARN NORTH KOREA NOT TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE ROK. IN THIS AREA, THERE NIGHT BE A 
NEED FOR URGENT DISCUSSION EITHER Of A POLITICAL, 
MILITARY, OR POLITICALtNILITARY NATURE, IT WAS ESSENTIAL 
TijAT WE KNOW WHOM TO CONTACT, 

S. GENERAL LEE EXPLAINED THAT THE EVENTS OF LAST ElENING 
HAO HADE CHANGES IN THE MARTIAL LAW SITUATION: S0NE 
PEOPLE SAID THIS INCREASED HIS POWER, OTHERS SAID IT DID 
NOT, LEGALLY HE REMAINED UNDER CIVILIAN CONTROL, BUT 
THE LEVEL OF AUTHORITY DIRECTING HlS ACTIONS HAS CHANGED, 
AND, AS A PRACTICAL MATTER, HE NOW EXERCISED CONTROL OVER 
PART OF THE CABINET AND REGIONAL OFFICIALS. 
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6. I ASKED ABOUT REPORTED ARRESTS OF MAJOR POLITICAL 
FIGURES ANO ASKEO IF HE COULD ENLIGHTEN ME. HE SAID 
THAT THE PEOPLE INVOLYEO WERE NOT UNDER ARREST. HE HAD 
GIVEN APPROVAL FOR THE "INVESTIGATION" OF TWO GENERAL 
TYPES OF PEOPLE: THOSE INVOLVED IN INCITING'THE, STUDENTS; 
AND THOSE ACCUSED BY THE STUDENTS AND OTHERS OF BEING 
CORRUPT. HE HAD PROVIDED NO NAME5 WITH THESE INSTRUCTIONS 
AND PRESIDENT CHOI HAO APPROVED. 

T. GENERAL LEE WENT ON TO SAY THAT HE WOULD CONDUCT HIS 
MISSION AS A SOLDIER, SINCE HE WAS NEITHER DIPLOMAT. 
BUREAUCRAT, OR POLITICIAN. AS FOR THE CHANGES OF LAST 
NIGHT, HE SAID UP TO THAT POINT - IN PRACTIAL TERMS - HIS 
AUTHORITY WAS LIMITED TO PRESS CENSORSHIP -- BEYOND THAT 
HE HAO NO REAL FUNCTION. WHILE THERE MIGHT BE NO- CHANGE 
IN HIS ACTUAL AUTHORITY, THE EvENTS OF LAST NIGHT WOULD 
CHANGE THE PERCEPTION,OF THE PEOPLE AND THE INTELLECTUAL 
COMMUNITY WHO THOUGHT HIS POWER WAS LIMITED. THE ECONOMY 
AND OTHER MATTERS WERE IN HIS HAND. 

O. LEE NOTED THAT WHILE I RESIDED IN KOREA AND HAD A 
POSITION WHICH ALLOWED ME TO HEAR MANy THINGS ABOUT wHAT 
PEOPLE WANTED, I WAS NOT BORN HERE, COULD NOT KNOW THE 
PEOPLE, LOVE THE COUNTRY, OR REALLY KNOW WHAT THE PEOPLE 
WANTED, AS COULD A NATIVE SON. HE SAID THE PEOPLE WHO 
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TALKED TO ME WANTEO TO'USE ME AND, THEREFORE, OUR VIEW OF 
THE SITUATION WAS SOMETIMES INCORRECT AND SOMETIMES OvER-
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6. I ASKED ABOUT REPORTED ARRESTS OF MAJOR POLITICAL. FIGURES ANO ASKED IF HE COULD ENLtGHTEN ME. HE SAID THAT THE PEOPLE INVOLVED WERE NOT UNDER ARREST. HE HAO GIVEN APPROVAL FOR THE NINVESTIGATION" OF TWO GENERAL TYPES Of PEOPLE: THOSE lNVOL-VEO IN INCITING 'THE· STUDENTS; AND THOSE ACCUSED BY THE STUDENTS ANO OTHERS Of BEING 
CORRUPT. HE HAD PROVIDED NO NAMES WITH ~HESE INSTRUCTIONS 
ANO PRESIDE~T CHOI HAO APPROVED, 

7. GENERAL LEE WENT ON TO SAY THAT HE WOULD CONDUCT HIS 
MISSION AS A SOLDIER. SINCE HE WAS NEITHER DIPLOMAT. BUREAUCRAT, OR POLITICIAN. AS FOR THE CHANGES OF LAST NIGHT, ·HE SAID UP TO THAT POINT - IN PRACTIAL TERNS· HIS AUTHORITY WAS LIMITED TO PRESS CENSORSHIP·· BEYOND THAT HE HAD NO REAL FUNCTION, WHILE THERE MIGHT BE NO'CHANGE IN HIS ACTUAL .AUTHORITY, THE EVENT"S OF LAST NIGHT WOULD CHANGE THE PERCEPTION.OF THE PEOPLE AND THE INTELLECTUAL COMMUNITY WHO THOUGHT HIS POWER WAS LIMITED, THE ECONOMY 
ANO OTHER MATTERS WERE IN HIS HANO. 

8, LEE NOTED THAT WHILE I RESIDED IN KOREA AND HAD A POSITION WHICH AL(OWEO ME TO HEAR MANY THINGS ABOUT WHAT PEOPLE WANTED, I WAS NOT BORN HERE, COULO NOT KNOW THE PEOPLE, LOVE THE COUNTRY, OR REALLY KNOW WHAT THE PEOPLE WANTED, ~S COULD A NATIVE SON. HE SAID THE PEOPLE WHO 
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TALKED TO ME WANTED TO· USE HE AND, THEREFORE, OUR VIEW OF THE SITUATION WAS SOMETIMES INCORRECT AND SOMETIMES OVER· 
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DRAWN. AS A NATIVE SON, HE HAD HEARD FROM PEOPLE CONCERNED 
ABOUT STUDENTS IN THE STREETS AND CONCERNED ABOUT ,THE 
DOWNTuRN IN THE ECONOMY AND THEIR QUESTION WAS "WHY COULD 
THE MARTIAL LAw AUTHORITIES NOT COPE WITH THESE MATTERS*. 
SuCH COMPLAINTS HAD BECOME MORE VOCAL SINCE THE STUDENT 
RIOTS, WHICH wERE SEEN AS SERIOU5 AND SYSTEMATICALLY 
ORGANIZED. ON STUDYING THE STUDENTS' STATEMENT ISSUED 
FOLLOWING THE MEETING AT KORN) UNIVERSITY, HE HAD BECOME 
CONCERNED OVER THE COMMUNIST TERMINOLOGY. THE STATEMENT 
URGED CLASS STRUGGLE, DENOUNCED THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM, 
suPPORTED COMMuNIST THEMES, AND CALLED FOR A MASS UPRISING 
OF THE. PEOPLE. 

9. IN.AMPLIFICATION or THIS POINT, GENERAL LEE SAID THAT 
STUDENTS wHO HAD INITIALLY REFUSED MILITARY TRAINING BUT 
LATER RECONSIDERED HAD BEEN TAKEN TQ THE THIRD MILITARY 
ACADEMY. SEVERAL STATEMENTS HEARD FROM THESE STUDENTS 
CAUSED SERiouS CONCERN. ONE SAID THAT WHILE VIETNAM HAD 
CHANGEO ITS SYSTEM AND MIGHT NOT HAYE ACHIEVED DEMOCRACY, 
AT LEAST THE COUNTRY HAD BEEN UNIFIED. ANOTHER STUDENT 
HAD SUGGESTED MODIFICATION IN THE ROK TO A SYSTEM BETIEEN 
THE PRESENT ONE HERE AND THAT IN THE NORTH TO ACHIEVE 
uNIFICATION. ANOTHER STUDENT HAD QUESTIONED ROK SuPPORT 
FOR U.S. AND JAPANESE CAPITALISTS. WHEN ASKED WHERE THEY 
HAD LEARNED SUCH THINGS, 50 PERCENT OF THE STUDENTS SAID 
,FROM OLDER STUDENTS AND 20 PERCENT SAID FROM THE 
SOCIETIES ANO CLUBS ON THEIR CAMPUSES. THESE WERE STUOENTS 
wITH ONLY TwO MONTHS OF uNIvERSITY AND HE wAS YERY CON-
CERNED OVER THIS TYPE OF THINKING TAKING HOLD SO QUICKLY 
ON THE NATION'S CAMPuSES. IF IT WERE NOT CONTROLLED, LEE 
FEARED THE ROK WOULD BE COMMUNIZED IN p MANNER SIMILAR 
SECRET 
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10. GIVEN THIS WORRY, THE MINISTER oF NATIONAL DEFENSE 
CALLED A MEETING OF 40 SENIOR ARMY OFFICERS ON MAY 17 TO 
REYIEW THE SITUATION. EACH OF THESE SENIOR OFFICERS HAD 
BEEN GIVEN A CHANCE TO EXPRESS HIS VIE.wS AND TO MAKE 
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS. THE MEETING LASTED FROM 1040 IN 
THE MORNING UNTIL 1430 IN THE AFTERNOON WITHOUT A LUNCH 
BREAK. THE GENERAL SAIO WHEN I HAD CALLED ON SECRETARY 
GENERAL CHOI AT THE BLUE HOUSE THE MILITARY LEADERS HAD 
BEEN wAITING TO 5EE THE PRESIDENT. THUS, WHEN I TALKED TO 

SECRET 

UNCLASSIFIED 
UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-1996-04577 Doc No. C16534574 Date: 07/19/2012 

C 165 3 4 5 7 4 U.S. Department of State Case No. F-1996-04577 Doc No. C16534574 Date: 07/19/2012 
' U l, 'I \.....-·LJ£"1U U .LL .. LL.IL.I' 

SECRET 

DRAWN, AS A NATIVE SON, HE HAO HEARD FROM PEOPLE CONCERNED 
ABOUT STUDENTS IN THE STREETS .ANO CONCERNED A~OUT JHE 
DOWNTURN IN THE ECONOMY AND THEIR QUESTION WAS •wHY COULD THE MARTIAL LAW AUTHORITIES NOT COPE WITH THESE MATTERS•. 
SUCH COMPLAINTS HAO BECOME MORE VOCAL SINCE THE ~TUDENT 
RIOTS, WHICH •WERE SEEN AS SERIOUS ANO SYSTEMATICALLY 
ORGAN!lEO, ON STUDYING THE STUDENTS' STATEMENT ISSUED 
FOLLOWING THE MEETING AT KORYO UNIVERSITY, HE HAO BECOME 
CONCERNED OYER THE COMMUNIST TERMINOLOGY. THE STATEMENT 
URGED CLASS STRUGGLE, DENOUNCED THE CAPITALIST SYSTEM, 
~UPPORTED COMMUNIST THEMES, ANO CALLEO FOR A MASS UPRISING 
Of THE· PEOPLE. 

9. IN,AMPLIFICATION OF THIS POINT, GENERAL LEE SAID THAT 
SJUOENTS WHO HAO INITI~LLY REFUSED MILITA~Y TRAINING BUT 
LATER RECONSIDERED HAO BEEN TAKEN TQ THE THIRD MILITARY 
ACADEMY, SEVERAL STATEMENTS HEARD FROM THESE STUDENTS 
CAUSED SERIOUS CONCERN, ONE SAID THAT WHILE VIETNAM HAD 
CHANGED ITS SYSTEM ANO MIGHT NOT HAYE ACHIEVED DEMOCRACY, 
AT LEAST THE COUNTRY HAO BEEN UNlFIEO, ANOTHER ~TUOENT 
HAO SUGGESTED MODIFICATION IN THE ROK TO A SYSTEM BETWEEN 
THE PRESENT ONE HERE AND THAT. IN THE NORTH TO ACHIEVE 
UNIFICATION, ANOTHER STUDENT HAO QUESTIONED ROK SUPPORT 
FOR u,s. ANO JAPANESE CAPITALISTS. WHEN ASKED WHERE THer 
HAO LEARNED SUCH THINGS, SO PERCENT OF THE STUDENTS SAID 

.FROM OLDER STUDENTS ANO 20 PERCENT SAID FROM THE 
SOCIETIES AND CLUBS .ON THEIR CAMPUS'ES, THESE WERE STUDENTS 
WITH ONLY TWO MONTHS OF UNIVERSITY ANO HE WAS VERY CON· 
CERNED OVER .THIS TYPE OF THINKING TAK~NG HOLD SO QUICKLY 
ON THE NATION'S· CAMPUSES, IF IT WERE' NOT CONTROLLED, LEE 
FEARED THE ROK WOULD BE COMMUNIZED IN:A MANNER SIMILAR' 
SECRET , 
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10. GIVEN THIS WORRY, THE MINISTER Of ~ATI-ONAL DEFENSE 
CALLED A ·MEETING OF 40 SENIOR ARMY OFFICERS ON MAY 11 TO 
REVIEW THE SITUATION. EACH Of THESE SENIOR OFFICERS HAO 
BEEN GIVEN A CHANCE TO EXPRESS HIS VltWS AND TO MAKE 
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS, THE MEETING .LASTED FROM 1040 IN 
THE MORNING UNT!L 1430 IN THE AFTERNOON WITHOUT A LUNCH 
BREAK, THE GENERAL SAID WHEN I HAO CALLED ON SECRETARY 
GENERAL CHOI AT THE BLUE HOUSE THE MILITARY LEADERS HAD 
BEEN WAITING TO SEE THE PRESIDENT, THUS, WHEN I TALKED TO 
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CHOI, HE HAD BEEN UNAWARE OF THE PROPOSED ACTION. HE 
wENT ON TO SAY THAT IT HAD TAKEN THE PRESIDENT A LONG TIME 
TO MAKE HIS DECISION. IN CONVINCING HIM ONE OF THE Mar 
EFFECTIvE ARGUMENTS HAD BEEN THAT LARGE DEMONSTRATIONS 
WOULD HAVE REQUIRED THE WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS FROM THE DMZ 
FOR CONTROL PURPOSES AND WOULD HAvE GREATLY INCREASED THE 
DANGER OF A NORTH KOREAN ATTACK. THE MINISTER OF HOME 
AFFAIRS OVER THE PAST FEW OAYS HAD CONSISTENTLY URGED 
STRONGER ACTIONS AGAINST THE STUDENTS BY THE MILITARY, 
GUT THIS HAD BEEN REFUSEO SY THE MILITARY. HOWEVER, HAD 
LARGE DEMONSTRATIONS OCCURRED ON THE 19TH, THEY WOULD 
HAYE BEEN TOO BIG FOR THE POLICE TO HANDLE AND THE MILITARY 
WOULD HAVE BEEN INVOLVED. LEE SAID THIS FACT GREATLY 
INFLUENCED HIS DECISION TO AGREE WITH THE CURRENT POLICY. 

11. YESTERDAY 100 STUDENT LEADERS MET AT EWHA UNIVERSITY. 
THEIR DEMANDS WERE BEYOND THE POWER OF THE PRESIDENT TO 
MEET. INCLUDED IN THEIR STATEMENT WAS THE POSITION THAT 
IF THERE WAS NO ADEQUATE RESPONSE BY MAY 20 STUDENT DE-
MONSTRATIONS WOULD RECOMMENCE AND WOULD INCLUDE VIOLENCE. 
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CHOI, HE HAD BEEN UNAWARE OF THE PROPOSED ACTION, HE 
WENT ON TO SAY THAT IT HAO TAKEN THE PRESIDENT A LONG TIME 
TO HAKC HIS DCC/S/ON. IN CONVINCING HIH ON( OF THC HOST 
EFFECTIVE ARGUMENTS HAD BEEN THA1 LARGE DEMONSTRATIONS 
WOULD HAVE REQUIRED THE WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS FROM THE DMZ 
FOR CONTROL PURPOS,ES ANO WOULD HAYE GREATLY INCREASED THE 
DANGER OF A NORTH KOREAN ATTACK, THE MINISTER OF HOME 
AFFAIRS OVER THE PAST FEW DAYS HAD CONSISTENTLY URGED 
STRONGER ACTIONS AGAINST THE STUDENTS BY THE MILITARY, 
BUT THIS HAO BEEN REFUSED BY THE MILITARY, HOWEVER, HAD 
~ARGE DE~ONSTRATIONS OCCURRED ON THE 19TH, THEY WOULD 
HAYE BEEN TOO BIG FOR THE POLICE TO HANDLE AND THE MILITARY 
WOULD HAVE BEEN INVOLVED, LEE SAID THIS FACT GREATLY 
INFLUENCED HIS DECISION TO AGREE WITH THE CURRENT POLICY. 

It. YESTERDAY 100 STUDENT LEADERS HET AT EWHA UNIVERSITY. 
THEIR DEMANDS WERE BEYO~O THE POWER OF THE PRESIDENT TO 
MEET. INCLUDED IN THEIR STATEMENT WAS THE POSITION THAT 
IF THERE WAS NO ADEQUATE RESPONSE BY HAY 20 STUDENT DE­
MONSTRATIONS WOULD RECOMMENCE AND WOULD INCLUDE VIOLENCE. 
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ExDIS 

UNTIL NOW, ALMOST ALL COLLEGES WERE INVOLVED IN THE DE-
MONSTRATIONS AND THERE wERE INDICATIONS THAT THE HIGH 
SCHOOLS MIGHT ALSO JOIN. IN SUCH AN tVENT, TEN DIVISIONS 
WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN SUFFICIENT TO CONTAIN THE EXPECTED 
DEMONSTRATORS. MILITARY LEADERS INEORMED THE PRESIDENT OF 
THESE FACTS AND OF THEIR OPINLON THAT, IF DEMONSTRATIONS 
ACCELERATED TO THAT DEGREE, THE NORTH KOREANS WOULD TAKE 
ADVANTAGE. IN LIGHT OF THE. kBOvE, THE PRESIDENT LAST NIGHT 

t APPROvED THE EXPANSION OF.MARTIAL LAW. 

12, GENERAL LEE SAID HE ASSumED WE WERE CONCERNED, THAT 
AS A RESULT OF LAST NIGHT'S ACTIONS, THERE MIGHT BE A 
MILITARY DICTATORSHIP OR THAT THE POLITiCA1 TIMETABLE 
WOULD NOT SE FOLLOWED. HE ASKED IF THAT WAS A CORRECT 
ASSUMPTION. I SAID THAT HE WAS CORRECT TO SOME EXTENT IN 
IDENTIFYING OUR CONCERN, BUT I WISHED TO PROVIDE A GENERAL 
ANSWER ANO COMMENT ON CERTAIN THINGS THAT HE HAD SAIO 
ABOUT THE U.S. WE REALIZEDTHAT WE WERE IN KOREA AND WE 
ALSO REMEMBERED THAT WE WERE• AMERICANS. WE REALIZED 
THAT WE COULD NEYER UNDERSTAND KOREAN MATTERS AS WELL AS 
NATIvE KOREANS. WE WERE ALSO AWARE THAT MANY KOREANS, CIV-
ILIAN AND MILITARY, ATTEMPTED TO USE BOTH THE EMBASSY AND 
THE USG FOR THEIR OWN PURPOSES. HOWEVER, WE ARE vERY 
MUCH AwARE,oE WHAT SUCH PEOPLE ARE ABOUT. I WENT ON TO 
SAY WE HAD A NATIONAL INTEREST IN PREVENTING WAR ON THE 
SECRET 
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KOREAN PENINSULA REQUIRING A LARGE U.S. SECURITY PRESENCE 
HERE. THIS IN TURN LED TO OUR CONCERN WITH POLITICAL 
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EXOIS 

UNTIL NOii, ALMOST ALL COLLEGES WERE INVOLVED IN THE DE· 110NSTRATIONS ANO THERE WERE INDICATIONS THAT THE HIGH 
SCHOOLS HlGHT ALSO JOIN, IN SUCH AN EVENT, TEN DIVISIONS WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN SUFFICIENT TO CONTAIN THE EXPECTED 
DEMONSTRATORS, MILITARY LEADERS IN~ORHED THE PRESIDENT OF THESE FACTS ANO OF THEIR OPIM10N THAT, IF.DEMONSTRATIONS 
.ACCELERATED TO THAT DEGREE, THE NORTH KOREANS WOULD TAKE ADVANTAGE. IN-LIGHT OF THE A-SOiE, THE PRESIDENT LAST NIGHT 

,·APPROVED THE EXPANSION OF .rfARTIAL LAW, 

12, GENERAL LEE SAID HE ASSUMED WE WERE CONCERNED, THAT 
AS A RESULT OF LAST NIGHT'S ACTIONS, THERE HIGHT BE A 
MILITARY OICTATOFtSHIP OR THAT THE POLITiCAt TIMETABLE 
WOULD NOT BE FOLLOWED, HE ASKED IF THAT WAS A CORRECT 
ASSUMPTION, I SAID THAJ HE WAS CORRECT TO SOME EXTENT IN 
lDENTtFYING OUR CONCERN~ BUT I WISHED TO PROVIDE A GENERAL ANSWER ANO COMMENT ON CERTAI~ THINGS THAT HE HAD SAID 
ABOUT THE U,S, WE REALIZEDTHAT WE WERE IN KOREA AND WE 
ALSO RE11E11BERED THAT WE wEnE AHE~ICANS. WE REALIZED 
THAT WE COULD NEVER UNDERSTAND KOREAN HATTERS AS WELL AS NATIVE KOREANS. WE WERE ALSO AWARE THAT MANY KOREANS, CIV· 
!LIAN ANO HiLITARY, ATTEMPTED TO USE BOTH THE EMBASSY AND THE USG'fOR THEIR OWN PURPOSES, HOWEVER, WE ARE VERY 
HUCH AWARE.OF WHAT SUCH PEOPLE ARE ABOUT, I WENT ON TO SAY WE HAD A NATIONAL INTEREST IN PREVENTING WAR ON THE 
SECRET . 
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KOREAN PENINSULA REQ~IRING A LARGE U,5, SECURITY PRESENCE 
HERE, THIS IN TURN LED TO OUR.CONCERN WITH POLITICAL 
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STRBILITY. POLITICAL STABILITY CONSISTED OF TWO ELEMENTS: 
POLITICAL ORDER BUT ALSO THE HOPES OF THE KOREAN PEOPLE 
FOR PROGRESS. THE BALANCE BETWEEN ORDER AND CHANGE WAS 
A KOREAN JUDGMENT. FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW, AAAT WAS 
ACCEPTABLE TO THE KOREAN PEOPLE WAS WHAT WOULD BRING 
ABOUT STABILITY AND BE ACCEPTABLE TO THE USG. WE BELIEVED 
THAT TME PEOPLE WANTED ORDER AND DID NOT AGREE WITH THE 
RECENT STUDENT ACTION. HOWEVER* THEY ALSO WANTED A 
OEGREE OF POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT. SPECIFICALLY ANSWERING 
THE QUESTION HE HAD POSEO, I SAIO IT DID NOT mATTER WHAT I 
THOuGHT, BLIT IT DID MATTER WHAT THE KOREAN PEOPLE THOUGHT. 
THEREFORE, WE HOPED FUTURE ACTIONS WOULD REASSURE THE 
KoREAN PEOPLE ON BOTH THE QUESTION OF CHANGE AND THE 
QUESTION OF PUBLIC ORDER' 

13. GENERAL LEE SAID ALL KOREANS WERE AWARE OF WHAT THEIR 
ALLY, THE U.S., LIKED AND DID NOT LIKE WITH REGARD TO 
ACTIONS BY THE MILITARY. THUS, EvEN WHEN FACED WITH AN 
ISSUE OF NATIONAL SURYIVAL -- WHETHER TO BE TAKEN OVER BY 
THE COMMUNISTS -- RESPONSIBLE ROK OFFICIALS HAD TO BALANCE 
THEM ACTIONS AGAINST THE U.S. RESPONSE. IF THE POTENTIAL 
FOR NATIONAL DISTURBANCE REACHED TOO HIGH A POINT, THEN 
IT MIGHT BE NECESSARY TO TAKE ACTIONS DISPLEASING TO THE 
U.S. LEE SAID HE WAS SURE EVEN THE U.S. WOULD NOT WANT 
HIS GOVERNMENT TO GO TO THE EXTREME OF RISKING THE FALL OF 
HIS NATION. 

14. GENERAL LEE CLAIMED THAT PRESIDENT CHOI WAS A DIPLO-
MAT, CAUTIOUS, PRUDENT, AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE U.S. 
THUS, FOR THE MILITARY TO MAKE THE RECOMMENDATIONS THEY 
DID AND FOR THE PRESIDENT TO APPROVE THEM NEEDED TO BE 
SECRET 
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TAKEN FULLY INTO ACCOUNT. THE PRESIDENT HAD GIVEN HIS
APPROVAL FREELY WITHOUT DURESS. HE SAID HE WOULD BE SEEING 
THE PRESIDENT IN THE AFTERNOON, WOULD PASS ON MY VIEWS, 
AND THEY WOULD AGAIN REVIEW THE DECISION. 

15. LEE PICKED UP ON THE FOUR THINGS OVER THE PAST SEVEN 
MONTHS WHICH I HAD NOTED AS CAUSING CONFUSION AS TO WHO 
WAS IN CHARGE. HE SAID THE KOREAN PEOPLE WERE WORRIED 
ABOUT ONE OF THEM, I.E. THE RECENT APPOINTMENT OF CHUN 
DOO JOAN AS ACTING KCIA DIRECTOR. STEPS HAD BEEN TAKEN TO 
CONVINCE THE PEOPLE THAT THIS WAS NECESSARY, "BUT HAD 
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STABILITY, POLITICAL STABILITY CONSISTED Of TWO ELEMENTS: 
POLITICAL ORDER BUT ALSO THE HOPES Of THE KOREAN PEOPLE 
FOR PROGRESS, THE BALANCE BETWEEN ORDER ANO CHANGE WAS 
A KOREAN JUDGMENT, FROH OUR POINT OF VIEW, .WHAT WAS 
ACCEPTABLE TO THE KOREAN PEOPLE WAS WHAT WOULD BRING 
ABOUT STABILITY ANO BE ACCEPTABLE TO THE USG, WE BE(IEYEO 
THAT THE PEOPLE WANTED ORDER ANO DID NOT AGREE WITH THE 
RECEN1 STUDENT ACTION, HOWEVER. THEY ALSO WANTED A 
DEGREE OF POLITICAL OEVELOP.MENT. SPECIFICALLY ANSWERING 
THE QUESTION HE HAO POSED, I SAID IT 010 NOT MATTER WHAT 1 
THOUGHT, BUT IT 010 MATTER WHAT THE KOREAN PEOPLE THOUGHT. 
THEREFORE, WE HOPED FUTURE ACTIONS WOULD REASSURE THE 
KOREAN PEOPLE ON BOTH THE QUESTION Of CHANGE ANO THE 
QUES~ION Of PUBLIC ORDER' 

13. GENERAL LEE SAID ALL KOREANS WERE AWARE Of WHAT THEIR 
ALLY, THE U.S., LIKED AND DID NOT LIKE WITH REGARD TO 
ACTIONS BY tHE MILITARY. THUS, EVEN WHEN FACED WITH AN 
ISSUE OF NATIONAL SURVIVAL ·· WHETHER TO BE TAKEN OVER BY 
THE COMMUNISTS·· RESPONSIBLE ROK OFFICIALS HAO TO BALANCE 
TH£rR ACTIONS AGAINST THE U.S. RESPONSE. If THE POTENTIAL. 
FOR NATIONAL DISTURBANCE REACHED TOO HIGH A P-OINT,_ TH[N 
IT HIGHT BE NECESSARY TO TAKE ACT10NS DISPLEASING TO THE 
U.S. LEE SAID HE WAS SURE EVEN THE U.S. WOULD NOT WANT 
HIS GOVERNMENT TO GO TO THE EXTREME OF RISKING THE FALL Of 
HIS NATION, 

14, GENERAL LEE CLAIMED THAT PRESIDENT CHOI WAS A DIPLO· 
MAT, CAUTIOUS, PRUDENT, AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE U.S. 
THUS, FOR THE MILITARY TO MAKE THE RECOMMENDATIONS THEY 
Dib ANO FOR THE PRESIDENT TO APPROVE THEM NEEDED TO BE 
SECRET . 
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TAKEN FULLY INTO ACCOUNT. THE PR~SIDENT HAD GIVEN HIS . 
APPROVAL FREELY WITHOUT CURES$, HE SAID HE WOULD BE SEEING 
THE PRESIDENT IN THE AFTERNOON, WOULD PASS ON MY VIEWS, 
AND THEY WOULD AGAIN REVIEW THE DE'(ISION, . 

15, LEE PICKED UP ON THE FOUR THINGS OVER THE PAST SEVEN 
MONTHS WHICH I HAD NOTED AS CAUSING CONFUSION AS TO WHO 
WAS IN CHARGE, .HE SAID THE KOREAN PEOPLE WERE WORRIED 
ABOUT ONE OF THEM, I,E, THE RECENT APPOINTMENT OF CHUN 
000 HWAN AS ACTING KCIA DIRECTOR, STEPS HAD BEEN TAKEN TO 
CONVINCE THE PEOPLE THAT THIS WAS NECESSARY, "BUT HAD. 
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NOT BEEN SUCCESSFUL". SINCE OCTOBER 26, THE KOREAN PEOPLE 
HAYE WANTED TwO THINGS: POLITICS BY PATRIOTS; AND POLITI-
CAL LEADERS FREE FROM GRAFT. IF THESE TWO DESIRES COULD 
BE MET, THI,NGS WOULD DEVELOP IN AN ACCEPTABLE WAY. 

16. 1 TOLD GENERAL LEE AGAIN THAT I DID NOT wANT TO ARGUE, 
BuT DID WANT TO CORRECT ONE OF HIS STATEMENTS. WHAT 
CONCERNED THE U.S. wAS NOT THAT THE ROK DIO NQT DO WHAT 
THE U.S. WANTED IT TO DO; OUR CONCERN WAS SoLELY THAT 
THE GOYERNMENT BEHAVE IN A MANNER THAT ACCORDED WITH THE 
DESIRES OF THE KOREAN PEOPLE. IN THIS REGARD, wE WERE NOT 
AS SURE AS GENERAL LEE WAS THAT IT HAD DoNE So. 

1/. GENERAL LEE SAID HE WAS SURE THE U.S. ALSO TOOK THE 
DESIRES OF ITS PEOPLE INTO ACCOUNT IN FRAMING ITS POLICY. 
HE SAIC THAT DEmOCRACY HAS OFTEN TAKEN TwO FORMS THROUGHOUT 
THE WORLD. IN THE LATIN AMERICAN MODEL, IT HAS LED TO 
A SERIES OF MILITARY DICTATORSHIPS. IN KOREA IT HAD LEO 
IN THE 1960'S TO STUDENT REVOLUTION. HE ASSURED ME THAT 
AS LONG AS HE wAS MARTIAL LAw COMMANDER NEITHER OF THESE 
TWO DEVELOPMENTS WOULD TAKE PLACE IN THE ROK. 
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\ NOT BEEN SUCCESSFUL-, SINCE OCTOBER 26, THE KOREAN PEOPLE HAVE WANTED TWO THINGS: POLITICS BY PATRIOTS; AND POLITI· CAL LEADERS FREE FROH GRAFT, IF THESE TWO DESIRES COULD BE f'IET, THl•NGS WOULD DEVELOP IJil AN ACCEPTABLE WAY, 

16, 1 TOLD GENERAL LEE AGAIN THAT 1 010 NOT WANT TO ARGUE, BUT 010 WANT TO CORRECT ONE OF HIS STATEMENTS, WHAT CONCERNED THE U,S, WAS NOT THAT THE ROK 010 NOT DO WHAT THE U,S, WANTED· IT TO 001 OUR CONCERN WAS SOLELY THAT THE GOVERNMENT BEHAVE IN A HANNER THAT ACCORDED WITH THE DESIRES OF THE KOREAN PEOPLE. IN THIS REGARD, WE WE.RE NOT AS SURE AS GENERAL LEE WAS THAT IT HAO DONE SO, 

11, GENERAL LEE SAID HE WAS SURE THE U.S. ALSO TOOK THE DESIRES OF ITS PEOPLE INT-0 ACCOUNT IN FRAMING ITS POLICY. HE SAIC THAT DEMOCRACY HAS OFTEN TAKEN TWO FORMS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, · IN THE LATIN AMERICAN HODEL, IT HAS LEO TO 
A SERIES OF MILITARY DICTATORSHIPS. IN KOREA IT HAO LEO IN THE 1960'5 TO STUDENT REVOLUTION, HE ASSURED HE !HAT AS LONG AS HE WAS MARTIAL LAW COMMANDER NEITHER OF THESE TWO DEVELOPMENTS WOULD TAKE PLACE IN THE ROK, 

SECRET 

SECRET 

UNCLASSIFIED 
1 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-1996-04577 Doc No. C16534574 Date: 07/19/2012 



Cl 653457 4 U.S. Department of State Case No. F-1996-04577 Doc No. C16534574 Date: 07/19/2012 Li 1 \_.-1__LZ- 1.1._7 kJ 11 ILL/ 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 SEOUL 05284 04 OF 04 181159Z 
ACTION SS-30 

INFO OCT-01 AOS-00 SSO-00 CCO-00 /031 w 
  102271 1812032 /44 
0 1811131 MAY 80 
FM AntweAssr SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE NASHOC IMMEDIATE 61,782 

S E C R E T SECTION 04 OF 04 SEOUL-062SW 

EXDIS 

18. 1 ENDED THE MEETING WITH THE GENERAL BY TELLING HIM 
THAT I RESPECTED HIM AS A SOLDIER AND WISHED T0 MAKE my 
VIEWS KNOWN NOT TO HIM PERSONALLY BUT THROUGH HIM, IN HIS 
ROLE AS MARTIAL LAW COMMANDER, TO THE- PROPER AUTHORITIES. 
GENERAL LEE SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THIS AND THAT I COULD 
ALWAYS CONTACT HIM, EITHER THROUGH OUR LIAISON PERSONNEL 
OR THROUGH CALLING ON HIM DIRECTLY. 

19. COMMENT: GENERAL LEE TOOK A RELATIVELY HIGH POSTURE 
AT THE BEGINNING OF THE MEETING, BUT WAS POGRESSIVELY 
BETTER AS WE PROCEEDEO. HIS POSITIONS WERE "PuRE YUSHIN". 
HE HAD SOME DIFFICULTY FOLLOWING THE MORE GENERAL PARTS OF 
My PRESENTATION, BUT WAS MOST ATTENTIVE TO DETAILS OF 
ACTIONS WE INTENDED TAKING. HIS COMMENT ON THE RESPONSE 
TO THE NEM ACTING OIRECTOR OF KCIA (PARA IS) SIAS INTRI-
GUING, BUT I DECIDED NOT TO PURSUE IT. IN SUM, GENERAL 
LEE GAVE THE APPEARANCE OF A MAN CONFIDENT IN HIS POSITION 
AND THE POLICY LINE.HE WAS FOLLOCNG. GLEYSTEEN 
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18, 1 ENDED THE MEETING WITH THE GENERAL BY TELLING HIM THAT I RESPECTED HIN AS A SOLDIER ANO WISHED TO MAKE NY 
VIEWS KNOWN NOT TO HIN PERSONALLY BUT THROUGH HIM, IN HIS ROLE AS MARTIAL LAW CONl1ANOER,. TO TliE- PROP.ER AlHHORITIES. GENERAL LEE SAID HE UNDERSTOOD TlilS AND THAT I COULD 
ALWAYS CONTACT HIM, EITHER THROUGH OUR LIAISON PERSONNEL 
OR THROUGH CALLING ON HIM DIRECTLY. 
19. COMMENT: GENERAL LEE TOOK A RELATIVELY HIGH POSTURE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE MEETING, BUT WAS PR6GRESSIVELY • SETTER AS WE PROtEEDED. HIS POSITIONS WERE •PURE YUSHIN". HE HAD SOME DIFFICULTY FOLLOWING THE MORE GENERAL PARTS OF 
MY PRESENTAT[ON, BUT WAS MOST A1TENTIVE TO DETAILS OF 
ACT[ONS WE INTENDED TAKING. HIS COMMENT ON THE RESPONSE TO THE NE# ACT/NG.DIRECTOR OF KC/A (PARA 15) #AS INTRI· GUI NG, BUT I DECIDED NOT TO PURSUE IT. IN SUM, GENERAL LEE GAVE THE APPEARANCE OF A MAN CONFIDENT-IN HIS POSITION AND THE POLICY LINE.HE WAS FOLLOWING, GLEYSTEEN 
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