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SUBJECT: MY 17 MEETING WITH 3LUE HOUSE SYG CHOI XwaNG S0U
1, (S = ENTIRE TEXT) |

TWO HOURS SuUBSEQUENT TO MEETING RECOROED IN THIS T RanM
BEGIN SUMMARY: 1 VISITED BLUE sSNYSE Svg éHoI xiv f;sioﬂ )
URGE THAT PRESIDENT CHGI USE THE QUIET yF THE NEXT FEw JAYS
TO MAXE WHATEVER CONCE3ISIONS hE COULD ON MARTIAL Li~ AND
THE POLITICAL SCMEDULE &NO 0C SO wITH MAXTWUN POSSISLE
CLARTTY, T ACKNOWLEDGED TnE DILEMMA OF APPEARING TQ 5
CAPITULATE T PRESSURE BUT STRESSED THAY THE GOVERNMENTS
POLITICAL CREQIBILITY waS 8a0LY In NEED oF REFURBISKING

[T «OULD SE BETTER TO ACCUAMOUZTE NQ< TAN AFTER THE |
STUDENTS RETURNED TQ THE STREETS anNd THE NATIOMAL ASSEMALY
SUBMITTEZOD EXTREMISY DEMANDS, CHRI COMMENTED THAT TwE
PRESICENT WQULD MARE an IMPGRTANT STATEAENT, W4ITHIN THE
NEXT FEw 0AYS, IN ~HICR HE 0QULD COJUPLE IS "FINAL CONe
CESSIONS™ wiTh & TOUGH wARNING AG4INST FURTHER CHALLEMGES
TG LA% ANU QRDER, THE PRESIIENT HIGHT ACCELERATE nl§
POLITICAL SCHEQULE AY Ad0uY THREE MONTHS; HE wA§ aL30
SERIQUSLY CONSIDERING ACCEPTING THE RESIGNATION OF PRIME
MINISTER SHIN ANO MAKING SOME STATEMENT BOUT THE

D 2, NOTE: PLEASE SEE PaRA 9 WELOW FOR UNMAPPY NEwS IECEIVED
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TEMPORARY NATURE OF CHUN 000 M®AN'S APPOINTHM
seseico 11t ohcsruent vauls oc dle 10 sy e Joot
HE CURARENT SI

CRITICISM FROM TWE MILITARY AuTﬂanITlégA;ég:RG?gGs;:gNG
Gg;ERNME‘NT's SOFT TACTICS TCWARD THE STUOENTS, 1 USED
?ﬁaD:‘fLE;";GUAGE TO EMPHRASIZE TWE IMPORTANCE OF NOT LETTING
Nt RY DICTATE WARD LINE POLITICAL POLICIES. 1 ALSO

5 AT THE BRREST OF KIM 0AE JUNG QR OTHER POLITICIANS
COULD PROVE INCENOIARY, END SUMMARY, !

3, HANOAING THAT PRESIQENT CHMQI an0 KIS AQV ERE”
THE MIDST (OF aN IMPORYANT POLICY REvIéN ? iggzg ;Bageéw
ggge MIUSE SYG KWANG 300 CHOI t“-R chaE KwANG«3U) NN
CHG?AYNSS A PEﬁLuDE TQ TRYING TO SEE” THE PRESIDENT HIMSELF,
NOUL6 pREFLUNCOuD WITH THE PRESIDENT, CALLED ME TQ sS4y HE
aoy ' ER TO SEE ME TODAY, [ COMPLIMENTED CHOI ON THE
WGTE:E‘ENT'S AANQLING OF THE STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS,
- 1 THAY I MAD #ATCHED THE POLICE MYSELF anD, LIKE Many
HER UBSERVERS, FELT THAT THEY HaD GENERALLY PERFORMED
?KéLLFUkhY AND MODERATELY IN GIFFICULT CLRCUMSTANCES I
THEN SAID THAT I HOPED THE GOVERNMENT WOULD USE THE NEXT
GE Tagvs aF AUIET TQ MAKE THE MaxIMum PDSSISLE CONCESSIONS
O QU;SYIQN_OF MARTIAL L Aw AND POLITICAL SCHEQULE 14
NOWLEDGED THE OANGER OF APPEARING T CAPITULATE TR
STUCENT/POLITICIAN PRESSURE BUT THE GLAVERNMENT'S CREDIOILIw
Ty wITHﬁThE GENERAL PUBLIC w48, nUITE FRANKLY, IN POOR
SHAPE A3 A RESULT OF AMBIGUITY ABQUT IT8 POLITICAL SCHEDULE
AND MOVES SUCH A5 THE APPOINTMENT OF CHUN D00 HWAN
;M;R: CHON Ty=MwaN), THE NEXT FEx 0AYS OFFERED AN OPPURw
UNITY TO MQVE PASITIVELY WITHOUY APPEARING CAPITULATIONS
I8T, CTOI GENERALLY AGREED WITH Thi GUOVERNMENT'S OILEMMA
AS 1 DESCRIJED IT, anD STATED THAT THE PRESIDENT wOLLD MAKE

| AN IMPORTANT STaTEMEMT (POSSIBLY A8 EARLY A3 MOUNDAY BUT
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MORE LIKELY MIDeWZEL) IN wHICH HE WOULD COQMBINE HIS "Flmal
CONCESSION® gn THE POLITICAL SCHEDULE WITH & YOUGH S\‘A’fc.-’»

MENT THAT FURTHER MASS CHALLENGES TO LAW AND GRDER waULD
NGT BE TOLERATED,

4, CHOI EXPLAINED IT wOULD BE LITERALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO
MEET QEMANDS THAT THE GOVERNMENT COMPLETE THE POLITICAL
SCHEDULE WITHIN THIS YEAR BUT IT MIGHT 8E POSSIBLE TO SPLIT
THE QIFFERENCE QF SIX MONTHS, I,E,s 4 NEW GOVERNMENT IN
PLACE BY THE END OF TME FIRST NUARTER OF 1981, THE PRESI-
DENT waAS ALSN SERIQUSLY CONSIOERING A CABINET RESHUFFLE,
PRIME MINISTER SHIN, WNO wal BEEN IN GFFICE FOR ABQUT §IX
HONTHS, DID "3EAR SOME RESPONSIBILITY POR THE PRESENT
SITUATION anD RECUGNIZES THMIS FACT.™ THERE MIGHT ALSD BE
SQME QTHER CABINET CHWANGES, CrHun 000 WwAn WOULD NOT BE
RELIEVED AFTER 3UCH & SHORT TIME AT KGClaA, BuT THE PymLlcC
MIGHT GE TOLD MORE CLEARLY THAYT THE APPOINTMENT WAS
TEMPORARY AND wOULD BE REVIEWED SERIDUSLY WITHW THE LIFTING
OF MARTIAL [ An, AS FQR MARTIAL (AW, CHQI S4I0 THE GOVERM=
MENT CGRIGINALLY HAD IN MINO LIFTING IT ARBOUT JUNE (S5, THAT
DATE wa§ NOw UNCERTAIN aND ME DQUBTED IT wOULD BE POSSIALE
TQ MAKE ANY VERY FORTHCOMING STATEMENT NN THE SUBJECTY, I
ASKED IF LT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TD ANNOUNCE & JUNE 1% TARGET
QATE AND COUPLE IT WITH WARNINGS THAT [T COULD NOT 3E MET
IF THE STUDEMTS TUOK TQ ThE STREETS AND THAT MARTIAL (As
MIGHT maVvVE To BE REIMPOSED IF THE SITUATION BOT DUT OF
CONTRQL, CHOI REPLIED ThAT THEY HAD THOUGHT ABGUT SUcH a
PROPOSTTION BUT FOUND 1Y FULL OF PROBLEMS,

5, CHOUL TOLO ME ABQUYT TWO MEETINGS, wHICH WHAQD JUST C0N=
CLUDED TODAY, MIGHLIGHTING LONFLICTING PRESSURES ON ThE
BLUE HOUSE, THE FIRST waS THE {ARGE MEETING IN WrICH
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STUDENT LEADERS QDECIDED THEY wOULD #ALIT UnTIL MaY 22 TO0
SEE HOw THE GOVERNMENT aDORESSEQ FOUR DEmaNOS OUF (4) LIFTe
ING MARTIAL Lad BY M x 28, (o) OMPLETING TWE PoLITICAL
TRANSITION By THE END OF 1980, (C) ANNOUNCING & ODAYTE FOR
THE RETIREMENT 0OF PRIME MINISTER SHIN AND GENERAL CHUN,
AND (0} IMMEQDLATE RELEASE OF “"PRISUNERS OF CONSCIENCE,Y

IF nOT SATISFIED, THE STUDENTS woulD LAUNGH a4 FIERCE
STRUGGLE, CHQIL ROINTED OUT THAT alLTHOUGH THE GOVERNMENTY
COULD GO PARYT WAY TOWARD ACCOMMODATION OF THESE DEMANDS,
IT COULD NOT POSSIALY MFET THEM AL, MOREQYER, IF 1T WEQE
TO TRY, THE NEMANDS WOULD BE FOLLOWED By A FURTHER RNUND
OF PRESSURES, THE SECOND MEETING On WrICA £ HaAD ONLY A
PRELIMINANY READOUT wad A MEETING UF THWE DEFENSE MINISTER
AND ALL MAJOR MILITARY LEADERS ~wWICTH HMAC TAKEN A VERY

4ARD LINE STanCE CRITICAL OF THE GOVERNMENT!S TQLERANT
POLICY TOWARD THE SYUDENTS THIS PaST wEExX, ChOI COMMEMTED
THAT THIS MILITaARY VIEW WAS A4 VERY SERIQUS ™ATTER wwICH
THE PRESIDENT Wal TO KEEP IN MIND,
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8, [ URGED AGAIN TwmaAT THE GUVERNMENT SPEAX wITH 4§ MUCH
CLARITY AS PnSSIALE, MAKE THE GREFATEST pPNSSIBLE CONe
CESSIONS, aAnG avOQIO NEGATING THE RENEFICIAL EFFECTS AY
ACTIONS SUCHW 4% THE ARREST OF KIM Q4F JUNG (MeR) KIM TAEw
CHUNG) OR #l§ FOLLOWERS, I 3AalD TWAT @ HAD HEARD MaNY
REPQATS FROM MILITARY AND SECURITY SUARTERS THAT KIM
SECRETY ‘
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SHOULD YE ARREDSTED BECAUSE DF ALLEGEDWLY MARD EVIDENCE TmaT
HE AND HES FOLLONMERS WMAQ IMCETEQ aANQ FINANCEQ STUGENT
UNREST, IF TtwE GOVERNMENT [N FarLT mau LEGAL EVIDENCE
AGAINST CERTAIN INOIVIDUALS ASSQCTIATEY WwITH KIM, THEY COULD
CONSTDER ACYTION AGAINSY THOSE IMOIVIOUALS BUT STRIKING AT
AIM RINSELF COULD BE INCENDIARY, ARRESTS OF ANY POLITI=
CILaNS SEEMEQ Ly AOVISED DURING TwE FG&?HCUMING PERIDD .

7. IN CONCLUSIAN, [ USED VERY, VERY STRONG LANGUAGE TO
STRESS THE OANGER OF LETTING ACGREaAN MILITARY LEADERS
DETERMINE MOW THE GOVERNMaNT WAS GNING TO COPE wITHW -
FOLITICAL DECISIONS AT THIS STAGE, IF THE MILITaRY FORCED
TME GOVERNMENT (NTQ A HARQe INE DDLITICAL CLAMPCOQwN, THE
RESULTS CUULD PROVE DISASTROUS FOR KOHEA‘S RELATIONG wiTH
Us, UNDERMINING THME PROGRESS IN SHORING Uf QUR SECURITY
RELATIUNSHIP OVER THE PAST YEAR, 1 EMPHASIZED THAT T Wa$
NQT MAKING anNY THREAT ABRQUT GQUR SECURITY POSTURE, RECAUSE
I Q10 NQOT BELIEVE IN THREATS, [ was8 QLY STATING THE
FD'ITICAL FACTS DF LIFE AS 1T UNDERSTOQD THEmM,

8, COMMENT: SQOME JEMSIBLE TRInNKING L3 VAKING PLACn IN
THE BLUE HOUSE, sLTHIUGH #wE WILL HAVE TO “AIT AND SEE
AHETHER ThE PHESIOENT MA3 THE TQUGHNESS T3 G0 AS FAR AS
HE PROBaABLY $nOULD, CHI1 Wal PROMISED 10 XKEEP IN TOUCH
WAITH ME QVER THE NEXT FEW DAYS, amD IF wE GET FURTHER
SIGNS OF HARD LINE TALK FROW THWE MmILITARY, I INTEND TG
AAKE SOME CALLS ON MILITARY LEADFRS TOU UJRGE RESTRAINY, IF
I 09 53, 1 MIGHT wanT TG BE REINFORCED BY WASHINGTON
INSTRUCTIONS, B:™ 1 00 NOT REPEAT NOT waNT INSTRUCTIONS
QROERING ME TO ..AE SyfLH APPROACHES LUNTIL 1 MAVE A SETTER
FEEL, FOR THE SITUATIOAN,

9, Ba0 NEWS JUST RECEIVED. mMGP'~F UNDERWOQD, aT YONSE]
‘ SECHET

.....
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UNIVERSITY, wWaS INFORMED uS THAT RIOY PQLICE HAVE ENTEWED
l THE ERWa Campyu$ AND BEGUN TO REMOVE (NOT NECESSARILY
PR ARREST) STUCENTS ATTENDING A MEETING, IF THIS PROVES TQ
SA@ BE wHAT IT APPEARS, WE MAY BE FACED wWITHW A QUITE CRITICAL
SITUATION IN A VERY SHORT TIME, GLEYSTEEN
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