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SUBJECT: DI SCUSSI ON W TH KOREAN AMBASSADCR

1. (S), ENTIRE TEXT.

2. | NOTE FROM THE KOREAN PRESS THAT THE CLAI M I'S BEI NG
MADE THAT | CALLED ON AMBASSADCR KI M AUGUST 27 TO CONVEY
THE SECRETARY' S CONGRATULATI ONS ON THE ELECTI ON OF PRESI DENT
CHUN. ALTHOUGH WE CAN EXPECT UNDER THE Cl RCUMSTANCES THAT
EVEN MY VISIT TO THE KOREAN EMBASSY W LL BE PLAYED UP FOR
WHATEVER PUBLICITY I T I S WORTH, THE FACTS ARE SOVEVHAT

DI FFERENT, AND I WANTED YOU TO HAVE THE BACKGROUND.

3. | DID CALL ON AVMBASSADOR KI M AUGUST 27 UNDER | NSTRUCTI ONS
FROM ASSI STANT SECRETARY HOLBROOKE PRI VATELY TO | NFORM KI M OF
A NUMBER OF MATTERS AND TO MAKE ONE REQUEST. PCLI Tl CAL
COUNSELOR PARK WAS ALSO PRESENT.
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4. | INFORMED KI M THAT THE PRESI DENT HAD SENT A PERSONAL

AND SUBSTANTI VE MESSAGE TO PRESI DENT- ELECT CHUN VI A YQU
EXPRESSI NG OUR VI EW6 AND CONCERNS AS CHUN ASSUMES THE
RESPONSI Bl LTI ES OF THE PRESI DENCY. | ALSO NOTED THAT THERE
WOULD BE NO OTHER MESSAGE AT THIS TIME -- NO PUBLIC
COURTESY CONGRATULATION. | I NFORVED KIM OF QUR LENGTHY
VEETI NGS W TH THE SECRETARY AND W TH THE JO NT CHI EFS OF
THE PRECEDI NG DAY AS AN | NDI CATI ON OF THE GREAT CONCERN CF
THE USG W TH KOREAN DEVELOPMENTS AT THI S JUNCTURE. |
DESCRI BED TO KI M THE SECRETARY' S EXPRESSI ON OF GREAT
PERSONAL CONFI DENCE I N YOU AT THIS TI ME AND THE | MPORTANCE
OF YOUR M SSI ON AS AMBASSADOR TO KOREA.

5. UNDER I NSTRUCTI ONS, | ALSO STRESSED TO THE AMBASSADOR
THAT WE PREFERRED TO CONDUCT OUR RELATI ONS W TH THE ROKG
THROUGH APPRCPRI ATE AND NORMAL CHANNELS, AND THAT THEREFORE
VWE WOULD PREFER | F KCI A STATI ON CHI EF JOHNNY SOHN (M R:
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SON CHONG- NAE) WOULD CURTAIL HI' S ACTI VI TI ES SOVEWHAT.

| PO NTED OQUT THAT THI' S WAS | N NO WAY PERSONAL, AND THAT
WE HAD CONFI DENCE | N ALL OF THE AVMBASSADOR S STAFF, BUT
THAT IN VIEW OF SOHN S PARTI CULAR RESPONSI BI LI TIES H' S W DE
I NVOLVEMENT | N DI PLOVATI C | SSUES W TH MANY PARTS OF THE USG
WAS | NAPPROPRI ATE.  KIM GOT THE PO NT AND PROM SED THAT HE
WOULD HANDLE IT. | RATHER REGRETTED PUTTI NG H M ON THE
SPOT ON THIS IN H'S OANN DELI CATE RELATI ONS W TH SOHN, BUT

I T WAS APPRCOPRI ATE TO MAKE THE FORMAL APPROACH THROUGH THE
AVBASSADOR.  NEXT WEEK | PLAN TO TALK TO SOHN DI RECTLY, AT
VH CH TIME | WLL ALSO | NFORM H M THAT CHUN DI RECTLY RE-

PUDI ATED H S ASSURANCES REGARDI NG KI M DAE- JUNG CHRI STOPHER
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