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E.O 12065: RDS-1 7/31/00 (HOLBROOKE, RI CHARD)

TAGS: SHUM KS, PINT, PINS, |1CU

SUBJECT: | NTERNATI ONAL OBSERVATI ON OF TRI AL OF KI M DAE- JUNG
1. & ENTIRE TEXT.

2.  WE HAVE RECEI VED DI STURBI NG | NFORVATI ON THAT THE KOREAN
GOVERNMENT HAS DECI DED TO REFUSE VI SAS FOR | NTERNATI ONAL
ORGANI ZATI ONS TO OBSERVE THE FORTHCOM NG TRI AL OF PROM NENT
POLI TI CAN KI M DAE-JUNG. I N VIEW OF THE | NDI CATI ONS EARLI ER
G VEN TO THE AMBASSADCR | NDEPENDENTLY BY GENERAL CHUN DOO-
HWAN AND BY PRESI DENTI AL SECRETARY- GENERAL CHO KWANG SCO
THAT A SMALL NUMBER OF SUCH OBSERVERS PROBABLY WOULD BE
PERM TTED, YOU ARE | NSTRUCTED | MVEDI ATELY TO SEEK AN APPO N
MENT WTH CHO KWANG SOO AND AGAI N URGE STRONGLY THAT THE
KOREAN GOVERNMENT NOT BACK AWAY FROM THI'S POSI TION. YQU
SHOULD RECALL SPECI FI CALLY THE EARLI ER CONVERSATI ONS W TH
CONEHDENTHAL
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THE AMBASSADOR, AND YOU SHOULD STATE THAT YOU ARE UNDER
DI RECT | NSTRUCTI ONS OF THE SECRETARY.

3. PO NT QUT THAT, |IF THE KOREANS EXPECT TO PERSUADE THE
WORLD THAT THE FORTHCOM NG TRIAL IS FAIR, THEN CERTAI NLY
THEY W LL WANT TO | NVI TE | NTERNATI ONAL OBSERVATI ON.  WHI LE
WE RECOGNI ZE THAT MANY DI FFERENT ORGANI ZATI ONS AND OVERSEAS
KOREAN GROUPS HAVE SOUGHT TO ATTEND THE TRIAL AND THAT IT

MAY CLEARLY NOT BE FEASI BLE TO ACCOVMODATE A LARGE NUMBER
OF SUCH GROUPS, | T SHOULD CERTAI NLY BE POSSI BLE TO

CHOOSE ONE OR TWO | NTERNATI ONALLY RESPECTED ORGANI ZATI ONS
AND PERM T THEI R ATTENDANCE. THE | NTERNATI ONAL COWM SSI ON
OF JURI STS (I CJU) AND AVNESTY | NTERNATI ONAL (Al) ARE TWD
SUCH CRGANI ZATI ONS WH CH WE KNOW HAVE SOUGHT PERM SSI ON
TO OBSERVE THE TRIAL. REFUSAL OF ALL SUCH ORGANI ZATI ONS
W LL CLEARLY BE PERCEI VED OQUTSI DE KOREA AS TACI T ADM SSI ON
THAT THE TRIAL IS POLI TI CAL AND CONTRI VED TO PRODUCE A
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PRECONCEI VED RESULT.

4. SI NCE APPARENTLY NO RECOGNI ZED | NTERNATI ONAL ORGANI ZA-
TION HAS THUS FAR BEEN ABLE TO OBTAI N VI SAS, AND THE
AUGUST 5 TRIAL OPENING IS | MM NENT, WE ASK THE KCOREAN
GOVERNMENT TO REVI EW THIS MATTER W TH URGENCY I N CRDER TO
DEMONSTRATE TO THE WORLD THAT I T |'S CONFI DENTLY PREPARED
TO UPHOLD | NTERNATI ONAL STANDARDS OF JUSTICE IN TH S PRO
M NENT CASE. REFUSI NG OBSERVERS W LL PROBABLY | NCREASE
RATHER THAN REDUCE | NTERNATI ONAL | NTEREST | N AND PRESS
ATTENTI ON TO THE TRI AL; BUT WLL ALSO ASSURE THAT THE
PUBLICITY | T GENERATES W LL BE MORE CRI Tl CAL.

5.  FYl ONLY. THE KOREAN EMDASSY HERE ( PLEASE PROTECT) HAS
BEEN | NFORMED THAT, DESPI TE | TS RECOVMENDATI ONS TO THE
CONFIHBENH-AL
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CONTRARY, VI SAS ARE NOT' TO BE | SSUED TO THE PROPOSED

| NTERNATI ONAL COWMM SSI ON OF JURI STS (1 CJU) OBSERVER TEAM
"BECAUSE AMNESTY | NTERNATI ONAL HAS ALREADY BEEN TURNED
DOMN. " FROM AMNESTY | NTERNATI ONAL SOURCES WE KNOW ONLY
THAT Al' S DEPUTY SECRETARY- GENERAL ( OOSTI NE -- DUTCH) AND
EDWARD BAKER (USA) ARE STALLED I N TOKYO STILL AWAI TI NG

VI SAS.  AMNESTY' S SECRETARY- GENERAL | N LONDON HAS SOUGHT
THE DEPARTMENT' S HELP. YOUR REPRESENTATI ONS SHOULD NOT
ENDORSE SPECI FI C ORGANI ZATI ONS, HOWEVER. AS YOU KNOW

WE HAVE ALREADY BEEN WORKI NG WTH THE | CJU TO ASSI ST I TS
EFFORTS. FURTHERMORE, EDWARD BAKER S ATTACHVENT TO

THE AMNESTY TEAM UNDOUBTEDLY G VES THE EFFORT A STRONG
ANTI - KOREAN GOVERNMENT BIAS IN ROK EYES. THE ICJU IS
SENSI TI VE TO THI S PROBLEM AND HOPES TO SEND NEUTRAL
OBSERVERS WHO HAVE NOT PREVI QUSLY BEEN ASSOC| ATED W TH
KOREAN | SSUES. ONE NAME AT LEAST HAS BEEN PI CKED: DR
BERT B. LOCKWOCD, JR., OF THE U I VERSI TY OF Cl NCI NNATI
COLLEGE OF LAW AT THI'S JUNCTURE, OUR PRI NCl PAL OBJECTI VE
IS TO GET AT LEAST ONE | NTERNATI ONALLY RECOGNI ZED GROUP
ADM TTED TO THE TRIAL I N ADDI TI ON TO DI PLOVATI C OBSERVERS
FROM THE US AND OTHER DI PLOVATIC M SSI ONS | N SEQUL. END
FYI .

6. SINCE THE ROKG APPEARS ALSO TO BE DENYI NG VI SAS | N-
STEAD OF JUST DENYI NG ENTRY TO THE TRI AL, YOU MAY ALSO

PO NT QUT THAT DENI AL OF VI SAS TO CRGANI ZATI ONS OF THE
STATURE OF Al AND THE | CJU FOR VI SI TI NG KOREA W LL REFLECT
POORLY ON KOREA THROUGHOUT THE WESTERN WORLD, AND W LL ONLY
SERVE TO FUEL CRI TI Cl SM5 AND CRI Tl CAL PRESSURES AMONG

FRI ENDLY AND ALLI ED NATI ONS.

7. WE LEAVE TO YOUR JUDGVENT WHETHER ALSO TO TAKE THI S
MATTER UP WTH THE FOREIGN M NI STER. | T WOULD BE ENTI RELY
APPRCPRI ATE TO DO SO AND WE HAVE NMADE SI M LAR REPRESENTA-
TIONS I N OTHER PARTS OF THE WORLD. IN VIEW OF THE
CONFHBENH-AL
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CHANNELS COF PREVI QUS PRI NCI PAL DI ALOGUES ON THI S SUBJECT
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IN SEOUL, HONEVER, AND THE WEAKENED POSI TI ON OF THE

FOREI GN M NI STRY | N RELATI ON TO A DOVESTI C POLI Tl CAL | SSUE
OF TH' S MAGNI TUDE AT THI' S JUNCTURE, OUR FI RST THOUGHT IS
THAT YOU SHOULD SEE CHO KWANG- SOO | MVEDI ATELY, FOLLOWED
AS VI GOROUSLY AS CAN USEFULLY BE DONE W TH OTHER OFFI CI ALS.

MUSKI E

CONFIHBENH-AL
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