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SUBJECT: ADM RAL LONG S CALL ON PRESI DENT CHO

1. {S) ENTI RE TEXT.

2. INADDITION TO HHS CALL ON DEFM N CHOO ( SEPTEL) ADM RAL
LONG HAD A VERY PRCDUCTI VE ONE- HOUR CONVERSATI ON W TH

PRESI DENT CHO AND A SI M LAR SHORTER CONVERSATI ON W TH
PRIM N SH N JANUARY 24. GENERAL W CKHAM AND | ACCOWVPANI ED.
THE ADM RAL REVI EWED BRI EFLY WHY THE U. S. HAD BEEN SO

DI STURBED BY THE EVENTS OF DECEMBER 12 WHI CH VI OLATED

THE CHAIN OF COMVAND AND THREATENED THE UNI TY OF THE ROK
ARMED FORCES. MOREOVER, AFTER LI STENI NG TO THE PRESI DENT' S
BROM DAL ASSURANCES THAT ALL WAS NOW I N ORDER FOLLOWN NG
THE " REGRETTABLE | NCl DENT", ADM RAL LONG COMVENTED THAT

HE WOULD BE DO NG KOREANS A DI SSERVI CE | F HE GAVE THE

| MPRESSI ON THAT OQUR CONCERNS WERE SO EASILY PACI FI ED. AT
THE SAVE TI ME HE WENT OQUT OF HI S WAY TO | NDI CATE OUR

DESI RE TO COOPERATE TO EASE KOREA' S PROBLEMS AND TO ENHANCE
| TS DEFENSE POSTURE.

3. MJCH OF THE CONVERSATI ON DEALT W TH THE | MPLI CATI ONS
OF M DDLE EAST DEVELOPMENTS. PRESIDENT CHO WORRI ED THAT
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REDEPLOYMENT OF 7TH FLEET CARRI ER TASK GROUPS FROM THE
JAPAN KOREA AREA TO THE M DDLE EAST M GHT BE PERCEI VED

BY THE NORTH KOREANS AS WEAKENESS AND LEAD TO M LI TARY
ACTI ONS AGAI NST THE SOUTH. ADM RAL LONG AGREED THAT WE
NEEDED TO REVAI N VI G LANT ABOUT THE VERY REAL NORTH KOREAN
M LI TARY THREAT. HE EXPLAI NED, HOAEVER, THAT WE HAD
RESOURCES, | NCLUDI NG Al RCRAFT, WHI CH COULD BE DEPLOYED I N
ADDI TI ON TO CARRI ER TASK FORCES. HE ACKNOW.EDGED THAT WE
WERE NOT YET | DEALLY EQUI PPED TO DEAL W TH REG ONAL CON-
FLICTS IN THE CI NCPAC AREA, BUT HE PO NTED OUT THAT WE HAD
TAKEN SH PS FROM THE ATLANTI C FLEET AS WELL AS THE 7TH
FLEET TO REI NFORCE OQUR M DDLE EAST FORCES. WE HAD TO DE-
PLOY OUR ASSETS | N ACCORDANCE W TH THE MOST APPROPRI ATE
PRIORI TIES. AT THE PRESENT TI ME THESE DI CTATED A CON-
CENTRATION I N THE M DDLE EAST AREA FOR THE PROTECTI ON OF
U S. VITAL | NTERESTS. BUT OUR M DDLE EAST ACTI ONS WERE
ALSO PROTECTI NG THE VI TAL | NTERESTS OF THE ROK AND JAPAN.
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4. THE OTHER SUBJECT OF DI SCUSSI ON CR RATHER MONOLOGUE
BY THE PRESI DENT WAS THE NORTH SOUTH KOREAN DI ALOGUE AND
THE EXCHANGE OF LETTERS. THE PRESI DENT DESCRI BED THE
BACKGROUND OF THE ROKG S RATHER PQSI TI VE RESPONSE TO THE
DPRK LETTER, DI SPLAYI NG MJCH WARI NESS ABOUT EVI L NORTH
KOREAN | NTENTI ONS AND GREAT SKEPTI CI SM THAT ANYTHI NG GOOD
WOULD COME OF THE AFFAIR GLEYSTEEN
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