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New Horizons

The ROK-U.S.,
Exploring

Alliance
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The ROK-U.S. Alliance: Exploring New Horizons

The ROK-U.S. Security Alliance recently passed its 63rd Anniver-
sary and is now more important than ever for the defense of the
Republic of Korea and the stability of Northeast Asia. While our
priority always must be on deterring the threat from North Korea, |
believe the next logical step for our Security Alliance is to expand
beyond the Korean Peninsula and become a truly global Alliance
that shares our combined defense capabilities with other security
partners. This is in line with the regional and global cooperation in
non-security areas that we are already pursuing together in areas
like trade, health, science and the environment. The Republic of
Korea military is actively involved in military-to-military engagement
with a number of mutual partner nations in the region and the world.
We can maximize the benefit for both of our nations’ security inter-
ests by exploring ways in which we can work together to provide
enhanced defense capabilities, training, and expertise to these part-
ner nations,

Recent senior bilateral discussions between our two nations have
already begun to introduce this approach. At the inaugural Defense
Technology and Strategy Cooperation Group meeting held in
Washington, D.C. in August, senior officials from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense and Department of State, together with their coun-
terparts from the ROK Ministry of National Defense and Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, discussed the foreign policy approach the U.S. gov-
ernment employs in regard to defense trade and encouraged the
Republic of Korea to employ a similar approach. The U.S. govern-
ment recognizes that the Republic of Korea is a growing defense
producer and exporter of high quality defense capabilities. As a

fellow major defense exporter, the United States shared its views
on the importance we place on regulating defense trade in order to
protect the security of our technological advantages and to prevent
the transfer of sensitive technologies to nations unprepared to re-
ceive these capabilities. These initial discussions are laying the
foundation for Alliance cooperation in the future to enhance the mil-
itary capabilities of mutual partner nations in a way that advances
our respective security and foreign policy interests,

The ROK military, and in particular the ROK Air Force, is acquiring
new capabilities which are giving it a truly global reach, and is de-
veloping the industrial capacity and technological expertise to be-
come an advanced provider of defense capabilities. The strong
presence of U.S. defense technology in ROK capabilities reflects
the historical background of our blood-forged Alliance and testifies
to the confidence that both the United States and the Republic of
Korea have in the future of our relationship. The Republic of Korea
has good reason to invest in U.S. defense equipment. Firstly, the
United States is a world leader in advanced, battle-tested technolo-
gies and commits an average of $70 billion annually to defense re-
search and development, Secondly, the procurement of common
weapon systems and technologies ensures our forces are interop-
erable globally. Third, the U.S. government’s tight regulation of de-
fense industry ensures that our Allies invest in a system that is fair,
transparent, and dedicated to the long-term interests of our military
and diplomatic relationship. By investing heavily in the Republic
of Korea’s defense sector through extensive technology transfers
and business partnerships, U.S. defense companies strengthen the
ROK defense industrial base.

Our Security Alliance is poised to grow into a truly global Security
Cooperation Partnership. By employing a foreign-policy approach
to defense trade, by seeking ways to share defense technology
smartly, and by increasing investments in ROK defense industries,
we signal that the United States views the Republic of Korea as an
important global security Ally.  Building on the foundation of our
powerful military and security partnership, we are poised to become
atruly global Alliance that shares our combined defense capabilities
with other security partners,





