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REF: SEOUL 10558

1. THE I,IIHISVRY QF CULTURE AND INFORMATION RELEASED THE
FOLLOWING "BACKGROUND MATERIAL" AUGUST 16 ON THE RESIGNA-
TION OF FRABIDENT CHOI KYU HAH (M-R: CH'OE KYU"HA):

BEGIN TEZTf

PRIOR TD THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF HIS RESIGNATIQN TODAY,
PRESIDENT CHO» KYU HAH MADE HIS DECISION KNOWN TO ACTING
PRIME MIrfISTEff PARK CHOONG-HOON (M-R: PAK CHUNG-HUN),
ACTING SF=Xi:"Q OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MIN KWAfr"SHIK
(14-Rf MIN vtfSN-SIK), CHIEF UUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT

YI YONG-SOP (M-R), CHAIRMAN OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE OF

THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE FOR NATIONAL SECURITY MEASURES
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GENERAL CHUN DOO-HWAN (M" lf; CHON TU-HWAN), MARTIAL LAW

COMMANDER LEE HUI-SEUNG (M-R: YI HUI-SONG), STEERING
COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN LEE CHUM-KI (M"R: YI CHUN-KI ) AND

SECRETARY GENERAL PAK YONG-SU (M-R) OF THE NATIDNAL CON"

FERENCE FOR UNIFICATION.

AT 9 A. M. TDDAY, PRESIDENT CHOI CALLED ACTING PRIME
MINISTER PARK CHOQNG-HOON, ALL CABINET MINISTERS, AND ALL
MEMBERS OF THE STANDING CQIIMITTEE OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE
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FOR NATIONAL SECURITY MEASURES TO THE BLUE HOUSE ANO

EXPLAINEO HIS DETERMINATION TO RESIGN. THAT ANNOUNCEMENT

WAS MADE AT 10 A. M. AT 11 A. M. , GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN
MINI5TER OF CULTURE AND INFDRMATION LEE KWANG-PYO (M-Rt'
YI KWANG"PYO) ANNOUNCED THAT. WITH PRESIDENT CHOI'5
RESIGNATION. ACTING PRIME MINISTER PARK CHOONG-HOON

ASSUMED THE AUTHORITY OF ACTING PRESIDENT IN ACCORDANCE
WITH ARTICLE 46 OF THE CON5TITUTION. A 5PECIAL CABINET
MEETING WILL BE CONVENED AT 2 P.M.

THE RESIGNATION OF PRESIDENT CHOI DOES NOT AFFECT THE
CONTINUITY OF THE CONSTITUTIDNAL GOVERNMENT OF KOREA. THE
ELECTION OF A PRESIDENT AND THE FULFILLMENT OF THE
POLITICAI PFHFDULE WILL PROCEED ON A CON5TITUTIONAL BASIS
AND IN At' ORDERLY MANNER.

THERt 1'5 .tsO CHANGE IN MAJOR DOMESTIC OR FOREIGN
POLICIES PURSUED BY THE GDVERNMENT.

THE hESIGNATION OF PRESIDENT CHDI KYU HAH SHOULD BE
EXAMINED AND CAN ONLY BE PROPERLY UNOERSTODD WHEN PLACED
IN THE PROPFR CONTEXT ANO PERSPECTIVE.

SQUARELY I'ACING REALITY AND FORSAKING PERSDNAL
UNCLASSIF?Ft?
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INTEREST:OR .AMBITION, PRESIDENT CHOI MADE HIS COURAGEOUS
DECI5ION FROM A FIRM CONVICTION THAT IT WOULD SERVE I'HE

NATIONAL INTEREST. IN A STATEMENT ON NOVEMBER 10. 1979
AS ACTINI. PRESIDENT, AS WELL AS IN HIS INAUGURAL AND

OTHER SUBSEQUENT SPEECHES, PRESIDENT CHOI MADE IT CON-
SISTENTLY. CLEAR THAT HE SHOULD NOT SERVE THE FULL REMAIN-
ING TERM Pt?T WOULD TRANSFER POWER TO A NE'W GOVERNMENT AS
EARLY AS-PLSS BLE.

LEADt RShtl WITH THE STRENGTH TO CDPE WITH THE CHAOS
AND THE CLEAR ANO PRESENT DANGER POSED BY THE THREAT OF
NORTH KOREAN INVASION WA5 THE PARAMOUNT NATIONAL REQUIRE-
MENT FOLLOWING THE OCTOBER 26 INCIDENT.

THE GOVERNMENT FORMED AT THAT TI14E COULD NOT TRANSCEND
ITS NATURE AS AN INTERIM OR TRANSITIONAL ONE. MAKING A

DISPLAY OF THE URGENTLY NEEDED STRENGTH A PRACTICAL
IltPOSSIBILITY. LARGE-SCALE STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS,
INDI'SCRIMINATE 1.ABOR DISPUTES ANO THE KWANGUU TURMOIL ALL
TRANSPIRED WITHIN THE VACUUM OF LEADERSHIP. PRESIDENT
CHOI'S PERCEPTION THAT THE FILLING OF THAT VACUUM WAS THE
ONLY WAY Ttt SECURE NATIONAL SECURITY AND SUSTAIN ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT PROMPTED HIS DECISIDN.

IN A SPEECH ACCEPTING HIS PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDACY,
PRESIDENT CHOI NOTED THAT IT WAS HIS HISTORIC MISSION TO

PAGE NO. 2



TEXT OF TELEGRAM BOSEOUL 01O567 367

LAY THE FOUNDATION FDR A PEACEFUL TRANSFER OF POWER. NOW

THAT IN HIS JUDGMENT THAT FOUNDATION HAS BEEN CREATED--
THAT IS, NATIONAL SECURITY, STABILITY AND LAW AND ORDER

ARE SECURED--PRESIDENT CHOI HAS DECIDED THAT HIS HISTORIC
MISSION IS COMPLETE, ANO HAS FULFILLED HIS PLEDGE.
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WITH THE PFOMULGATION OF NATIONWIDE EXTRAORDINARY
MARTIAL LAW ON 'MAY 17. STUDENT RIOTS AND THE KWANGJU

TURMOIL WFRL LrrJNTERED WITH THE RESTORATION OF STABILITY.
ORDER ANO WC -RULE OF LAW. UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF
GENERAL CHLN 000-HWAN. SOCIAL REFORMS ANO OTHER MEASURES
ESTABLISHFD A ErASIS TO CR'EATE A NATIONAL CONSENSUS AND A

DEMOCRATIC WELFARE STATE.

THE RLSPIrIrSE TO THESE MEASURES HAS BEEN A CLEAR
MANIFESTA Cr.'-CF THE POPULAR WILL TO OPEN A NEW ERA. NOW

THAT THE FV rrrrN S PROPER COURSE FOR THE FUTURE IS MANIFEST
IT IS EOU LLY CLEAR THAT THE PERIOD OF TRANSITIONAL
GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE CURTAILED TO THE GREATEST POSSIBLE
EXTENT. IM SHORT, PRESIDENT CHOI DELINEATED HIS HISTORIC
MISSION ANS FLFDGED TO STEP ASIDE UPON ITS COMPLETION.
HIS SELFLESSLY PATRIOTIC DECISION TO RESIGN SET A PRECEDENT
OF NATIONAI INTERESTS SUPERSEDING THE PERSONAL AND OPENED

AN ERA OF-LEGI. IMATE ND RESPONSIBLE POLITICS, COMPLETING
THAT MISSION ANO FULFILLING HIS PUBLIC PLEDGE,
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AS IN ANY DECISION OF SUCH HISTORIC IIAPDRT, A NUMBER

OF OTHER, CONTRIBUTORY FACTORS WERE TAKEN INTD ACCOUNT BY
PRESIDENT CHOI. AS THE SUPREME NATIONAL LEADER, HE FELT
AN ACUTE SENSE O'F MORAL AND POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR

THE STUDENT DISTURBANCES AND THE KWANGJU TURMOIL. IN THIS
SENSE, HIS PERSONAL INTEGRITY BOLSTERED HIS PERCEPTION OF

WHAT WOULD BEST SERVE THE NATIONAL INTEREST. PRESIDENT
CHOI'S POLITICAL MORALITY ANO CONVICTIONS HAVE ESTABLISHED
THE PRECEDENT DEMANDED BY THE TIMES.
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HIS DECISION TO RESIGN MUST ALSO BE EXAMINED IN THE

CONTEXT OF NORTH-SOUTH CONFRONTATION. THE PEOPLE'5
RESPONSE TO WITNESSING A CHAOTIC SITUATION WAS TO DEMAND

A CURTAILMENT OF THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD, FOR TRANSITIONAL

LEADERSHIP COULD NOT SUFFICIENTLY 5ECURE THE NATION'S

SURVIVAL OR TRULY ACHIEVE POLITICAL, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC

STABILITY. PRESIDENT CHOI'S DECISION TO STEP DOWN THUS

RECOGNIZED THAT THE ASPIRATION) OF THE MAJORITY OF THE

PEOPLE COINCIDED WITH VITAL NATIONAL INTERE5TS.
EVEN IF SUCH PARAMOUNT CONSIDERATIONS A5 NATIONAL

SECURITY ARE SET ASIDE. PRESIDENT CHOI'5 DECISION WILL

GREATLY ENHANCE THE POLITICAL SCHEDULE ANNOUNCED BY THE

GOVERNMENTL THE NEW CONSTITUTION WILL BE FIXED THROUGH

REFERENDUI4rF YOND PRESIDENTIAL AND NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
ELECTION" ~~ ~ 3 ON 17 WILL FDRM A NEW GOVEttNMENT. IN

ORDER TO FULFILL THE POLITICAL SCHEDULE AND, IF PO'SSIBLE.

TO ADVANCE IT, STRONG LEADERSHIP IS A PRIME NECESSITY.

THE EL'EC'PION IIF A PRESIDENT, AND THE PROMOTION OF THE

POLITICAL -SviiEDULE, WILL BE ACCO'MPLISHEO THRUUGH LEGITIMATE

PROCESSES. SLKE PRESIDENT CHOI '5 RESIGNATION IS INTENDEO

TO 5HORTEN THE TRANSITIONAL PERIOD, AND TO FACILITATE THE

IN5TITUTION DF STRONG LEADERSHIP, THE SUBSEQUENT PERIOD OF
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AN ACTING PRESIDENCY SHOULD ALSO BE AS BRIEF AS

PRACTICABLE.

CONSZDERABLE TIME MAY BE REQLIIREO TO ELECT A PRESIDENT

UNDER THF NFV CONSTITUTION. TO RETAIN AN ACTING PRESIDENT

THROUGHOUT THIS PERIOD WOULD VERY LIKELY ONLY ADD TO THE

CONFUSIOB FROM WHICH THE' NATION IS NOW EMERGING.

ACCORDINGLY, A NEW PRESIDENT SHOULD BE ELECTED BY THE

NATIONAL GCt:F-I:RENCE FOR UNIFICATION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IN

ORDER TO Pl'IHTAIN SOCIAL STABILITY AND REALIZE THE

POLITICAI SCHEDULE.

A MAN WHO CAN WIN THE SUPPORT OF THE MAJDRITY OF THE

PEOPLE WILL THEREFORE EMERGE AS PRESIDENT THROUGH

LEGITIMATE, DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES AS PROVIDED IN THE

CONSTITUTION.
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