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SUBJECT: MEETING OF AMCHAM OFFICERS WITH CHUN DOO~HWAN
1.

2. SUMMARY: AMCHAM LEADERS DINED WITH CHUN DOO-HWAN (M-R:
CHON TU-HWAN) ON JUNE 4 AND DEBRIEFED AMBASSADOR ON JUNE 13.
AMONG HIGHLIGHTS: CHUN SAID NEW CUMMITTEE STRUCTURE WAS DE-
SIGNED TO .-*"PROD™ THE BUREAUCRACY; POLITICAL INSTABILITY
MIGHT LAST THROUGH 1981 {THOUGH HE APPEARED TO MEAN NEW
GOVERNMEMT WCULD BE IN PLACE WELL BEFORE THEN); HE EN-
VISAGED A GOVERNMENT “SOMEWHAT MORE LIBERAL" THAN THAT OF
PARK CHUNG HEE (M-R:PAK CHONG-HUI); HE WAS CONVINCED KIM
DAE JUNG (M-R: KIM TAE-CHUNG) WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR KWANGJU
AND WOULD FROSECUTE HIM AND PROVE IT; HE SAID HE COULD
AVOID INSULATION FROM REALITY THROUGH ORGANS LIKE KCIA AND
MILITARY IMVESTIGATIVE TEAMS. CHUN PORTRAYED HIMSELF AS
VERY FAMILY.-ORIENTED AND HARD-WORKING. HE CAME ACROSS AS
PERCEPTIVE TC, AND SENSITIVE ABOUT, PEOPLE IN HIS

IMMEDIATE COMPANY BUT LESS CONCERNED, ALMOST INSENSITIVE,
TO BROADL LLRRENTS OF PUBLIC DPINION. HE SEEMED A MAN WHO
WOULD TEY TO DRIVE THE BUREAUCRACY, NOT LEAD BY INSPIR-
ATION. HE LACKED ECONOMIC IDEAS, SEEMED TO HAVE A SIM-
PLISTIC VIEW ABOUT THE WAY ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL EVENTS

WER D; AND SEEMED TO THINK HE COULD COMMAND
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EVENTS THROUGH THE AGENCY OF *THE BEST MINDS" LIKE KIM JAE-
IK (M-R: KIM CHAE-IK). END SUMMARY.

3. ON JUNE 13 LEADERS OF THE AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
IN KOREA (ACCK) BRIEFED AMBASSADOR ON DINNER THEY HAD HAD
WITH GENERAL CHUN DDO-HWAN. PRESENT AT THE DINNER WERE
ACKERMAN (3-M, ACCK PRESIDENT), FULLER {BANK OF AMERICA),
HAGAMAN (DOW) AND MANSFIELD (GULF). CHUMN WAS ACCOMPANIED
BY EPB DIR GEN KIM JAE IK AND BY AN INTERPRETER. “NEWSWEEK"
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REPORTER KRISHER WAS ALSO PRESENT.

4. ACKERMAN LED OFF BY EXPLAINING HOW THE DINNER MEETING

OF THE AMCHAM LEADERS WITH GENERAL CHUN DDO HWAN HAD COME

ABOUT. NEWSWEEK REPORTER BERNARD KRISHER HAD SUGGESTELD

THAT HE THOUGHT CHUN WOULD BE AGREEABLE TO SUCH A MEETING

IF THE BUSINESSMEN WANTED IT. ACKERMAN’S INDICATION OF

INTEREST DREW A RAPID RESPONSE FROM GENERAL CHUN’S OFFICE

WHICH ASKED WHAT THE BUSINESS OBJECTIVES WOULD BE FOR SUCH

A MEETING. ACKERMAN RESPONDED THAT THE BUSINESSMEN wWOULD

LIKE TO DISCUSS ECONOMIC, RATHER THAN POLITICAL ISSUES,

ESPECIALLY, PROBLEMS THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY FACED. GEN CHUN

HAD BEENMAQQpMPANIED BY KIM JAE-IK ANO BY AN INTERPRETER, .
A MR, KIM. '
. KEY POINTS GENERAL CHUN HAD MADE TO THE GROUP HAD

INCLUDEC THE FOLLOWING:

== THE STRUCTURE OF COMMITTEES AND SUB-COMMITTEES UNDER
THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE FOR NATIONAL SECURITY MEASURES HAD
BEEN DESIGNED TO HANDLE A PROUBLEM TO WHICH THE AMCHAM
LEADERS HAD REFERRED; NAMELY THE PRUBLEM OF KOREAN BUREAU-
CRATIC IMACTIVITY. THE INTENTION WAS TO "PROD" THE BUREAU-
CRACY., ‘ '
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-- IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION OF HOW LONG HE THOUGHT THE

PRESENT PrR1UD OF POLITICAL INSTABILITY WOULD LAST, CHUN '
SAID HE THOUGHT THIS PERIOD MIGHT BE OVER BEFORE THE 'END

OF 1981 {AMCHAM MEMBERS COMMENTED TO US THAT THEY THOUGHT .
HE MEANT, THAT A MEW GOVERMMENT WOULD BE IN PLACE WELL .

BEFORE THaT TIME, BUT THAT THE INSTABILITY MIGHT CONTINUE

THAT LONG}.

~= ASKED I7 CHUN ENVISAGED GOUVERNMENT MORE OR- LESS
LIBERAL THAN THAT DF PARK CHUNG HEE, CHUN HAD ANSWERED
*SOMEWHAT MORE LIBERAL.® ACCORDING TO CHUN, PARK HAD
NEVER CHANGED HIS VIEW OF GOVERNMENT, BUT THE KOREAN
PEOPLE THEMSELVES HAD BEEN EXPOSED TO THE WEST AND WERE
CHANGING. A GAP HAD WIDENED BETWEEN THE PEOPLE AND THE
GOVERNMENT AND WHILE PARK HAD MNOT ADJUSTED HIS GOVERMNMENT
TO THI5 NEW REALITY, CHUN THOUGHT SOME SUCH ADJUSTMENT
WAS NEEDED.

-~ ASKED ABOUT KWANGJU, CHUN HAD GONE OFF ON A LENGTHY
STATEMENT. HE SAID HE WOULD PROVE THAT KIM DAE JUNG WAS
THE GUILTY LEADER OF A SMALL BAND DF HOOLIGANS AND OTHERS 5 )

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DISORDER. CHUN THOUGHT KDJ WAS RE-
SPONSIBLE FOR DEATHS IN KWANGJU. HE SAID 22 BODIES COULD
NOT BE IDENTIFIED, ALL OF WHOM MIGHT BE NORTH KOREAN IN-
FILTRATORS. ASKED IF HARSH TREATMENT OF KDJ MIGHT NOT
MAKE A MARTYR OF HIM NOT ONLY WITH THE KOREAN PECPLE BUT
PAGE NO. 2
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ALSO WITH FOREIGN OPINION, CHUN CONVEYED THE IMPRESSICN !
THAT HE WAS CONVINCED THAT HE WAS RIGHT ABOUT KDJ AND WOULD

PROSECUTE HIM AND PROVE IT. HE ALSO CONVEYED THE IMPRESS-

I0N THAT HIS SENSE OF REIGHTEOUSNESS SUBORDINATED ANY CON-

S

NNN
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