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ACTION EA-12

RELEASE g DECLASSIFY
) EXCISE ( ) DcUI.ASGIFY
) DENY IN PART

( ) DELETE Non-Responsive Info
POIA Exemptions
PA Exemptlone

MR Cases Only
EO Citations

TB authority to,
( ) CLASSIFY as ( ) S or ( ) 0 OADR
( ) DOWNGRADE TB to ( ) 6 or ( ) 0 OADR

PARTMLNT OF OTATES ~ b8 15)I-I I )LDR Date. I/3

INFO OCT-01 ADS "00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-10
L-03 NSAE-00 PA "01 SP-02 55-15 10-14 TRSE-00
HA-05 NSCE "00 SSO-00 ICAE-00 INRE-00 ACOA-12 SY-05
SYE-00 /066 W ------------------115997 060753Z /16-11

0 0607242 JUN 80
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 6670
INF0 AMEwdasSY T0KY0
COMUSKOREA' GZOUL KS//BJ-IS
CHJUSMAG 'Sc'IU' KS
SA CINCUnlC KS

SEOUL 07262

E.O. 12055: 3DS 6/6/86 (CLARK, WILLIAM) OR-P
TAGS. PGOV oINT KS
SUBJECT: ATMOSPHERICS "" HOW IT LOOKS FROM THE OUTSIDE

2. KOREt Rc"lAINS UNDER A QUIET ENFORCED BY SOLDIERS ANO

FEAR AMONG THc PEOPLE OF REKINDLING THE FIRES OF THE
LAST FEW WEEKS. PEOPLE SENSE HOW CLOSE THE COUNTRY

CAME TO TEARING ITSELF APART.

3. SIGNS Or PALPABLE TENSION IN SEOUL HAVE DIMINISHED
SOMFWHAT WHII F THF HFAVIFR SIGNS OF MARTIAI IAW

HAVE LESSENED, E.G. , CONVOYS OF ARMED TROOPS ARE
ND LONGER BEING DRIVEN AROUND THE CITY ANO THE NUMBER

OF BUSES 'Wt IH COMBAT POLICE AT STRATEGIC POINTS HAS

GONE FROM THRcE TO ONE, THERE IS STILL NO DOUBTe IN
sEDUL THAT lit'ITIAL Law IS IN FDRGF. OAplTDI sFrURITY
COMMAND (CS".) APC'5 REMAIN IN POSITION IN FRONT OF
GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS AND CSC TROOPERS STAND GUARD,
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BACKED BY A POLICEMAN. MACHINE GUNS ON THE APC'S ARE
MANNED BUT NOT LOADED. T'WO CSC TROOPERS FLANK THE
DOORS INTO NEWSPAPER OFFICES AND BROIIDCASTING STATIDNS.

4. SPECIAL FORCES BRIGADES. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE

7TH WHICH IS NORMALLY IN KWANGJU AND REMAINS THERE,
HAVE RETURNED TO SEOUL. MOST HAVE TAKEN UP RESIDENCE
ON SEOUL'5 CAMPUSES, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE 3RD
WHICH IS AT THE TRAINING CENTER. ONE BATTALION OF THE
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7TH IN KWANGJU IS REPORTED TO BE ON ALERT STATUS TO
COPE WITH ARMED RIOTERS WHO ARE BELIEVED TO BE HIDING
IN THE HILLS. YESTERDAY'S NEWSPAPER CARRIED THE FIRST
STORY OF ARMS BEING USED IN THE KWANGJU AREA TO SECURE
FOOD. OUR BPAO, WHO HAS RETURNED TO KWANGJU. REPORTS
THE CITY BEING TENSE BUT QUIET. OTHER PARTS OF THE
COUNTRY ARE ALSO QUIET.

5. THE RELATIVE POSITIONS OF FIGURES IN CONTROL OF
EVENTS WAS BROUGHT HOME BY TODAY'S NEWSPAPER. PRESIDENT
CHOI, WHO IN RECENT DAYS HAS BEEN SHOWN PLANTING RICE
AND SITTING IN HIS CHAIR AT THE FIRST MEETING OF THE
EMERGENCY COMMITTEE. IS PICTURED HANGING A DECORATION
ON AN OUTGOING AMBASSADOR NOT EVEN RESIDENT IN SEOUL.
DN THE SAME RONT PAGE, GENERAL CHUM, IN CIVILIAN DRESS,
IS PICTURED SHAKING HANDS WITH THE ACTING PRIME MINISTER,
WHO IS QNSR'\TULATING HIM IN FRONT OF HIS JUST-OPENED
STANDINS COMMITTEE OFFICE LOCATED IN THE CENTRAL EDUCATION
INSTITUTE IN SEOUL. FLANKING THESE TWO CENTRAL FIGURES
AND CLAoP7AG ARE THE MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFENSE AND

THE MARTIAL' LAW COMMANDER, WHO IS ALSO CHIEF-OF-STAFF
ARMY.

6 pJHE COUNTRY APPEARS QUIET, THE ARMY IS STILL
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VERY MU H IN EVIDENCE, THE NEW COUNCIL/STANDING COMMITTEE
GIVES THE APPEARANCE OF RUNNING THE GOVERNMENT, ANO

NO ONE REALLY KNOWS HOW FAR OR HOW PURITANICALLY THE
NEW REGIMlE WILL PUSH FOR TIGHTER NATIONAL DISCIPLINE.
RUMORS OF IMPENDING DEMONSTRATIONS HAVE GREATLY
DIMINISHEO. . GLEYSTEEN I
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