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2. NOTE. N T TO THE CONVERSATION RECORDED BELOW,
WE RECE"VED RELIABLE INDICATIDNS THAT A MILITARY OPE)IA-
TIUN yb RE-OCCUPY KWANGr)U MAY BEGIN AROUND MIDNIGHT
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3. FOLLOWING UP A TELEPHONE CONVERSATION LAST NIGHT, I
MET BRIEFLY WITH BLUE HOUSE SYG KWANG SOO CHOI (M-R;
CH"05 KWANG-SU) THIS MORNING, MAY 26. AFTER DESCRIBING
THc DETERIORATION OF THE SITUATION IN KWANGr)U AND EFFDRTS~0.2230I.VE THE CRISIS PEACEFULLY, CHDI SAID THAT THE

4. I TOLD CHOI THAT WE HAD PAS
R IES VIA GENERAL WICKHAM (

SED MESSAGES TO THE MILI-

URGING THAT ANY MILITARY ACTION TAKEN IM KWANGt)U BE DOME
IN WAYS TO MINIMIZE THE LOSS OF LIFE AND HOLD DOWN THE
NUMBER OF PEOPLE POLITICALLY ALIENATED BY RFPRESSIVE

AGE NO. I



TEXT OF TELEGRAM BDSEOUL 006663 )@59&8
ACTION. WE WERE NOT TELLING THE GOVERNMENT TO REFRAIN

FROM MILITARY ACTION SINCE WE RECOGNIZED THE DANGERS OF

AN EXTENDED PERIOD OF LAWLESSNESS IN KWANGJUl WE WERE,

HOWEVER, URGING THAT ALL REALI5TIC NON"MILITARY OPTIONS

BE EXHAUSTED AND THAT ANY MILITARY OPERATIDNS BE CARRIED

DUT WITH THE GREATEST CARE. I ADDED OUITE FRANKLY THAT I
WAS EXTREMELY CONCERNED ABOUT THE PAST BEHAVIOR OF THE

SPECIAL FORCES ANO HOPED THEY WOULD NOT BE INCLUDED IN

ANY RECAPTURE OPERATION (THE PROBABILITY IS THAT THEY

WILL BE EMPLOYED).

5. . I EXPLAINEO THAT WE HAD BEEN VERY BOTHERED BY BROAD-

CASTS 14 THE KWANGJU AREA ASSERTING THAT GENERAL WICKHAM

HAO Hdi ONLY AUTHORIZED THE SHIFT OF TROOPS TO KWANGJU

BUT- HAD ALSO ENCOURAGED THE MOVEMENT OF MILITARY FORCES

TO CONZBOL THE CITY. WE HAD TOLD THE MILITARY AUTHORI-

TIES THAW SUCH CRUDE EFFORTS TD SHIFT THE BLAME TO US WERE

UNAGED'EPTABLE AND IF CONTINUED, WOULD NECESSITATE A FIRM

U. S; OENSAL. THE MILITARY SEEMED- TO APPRECIATE THE

PROBLEM, - BUT WE WERE STILL NOT SURE WHETHER CORRECTIVE

ACTION. HAD BEEN TAKEN. I NOTED THAT SECRETARY MUSKIE WAS

PERSONALLY CONCERNED AND I EMPHASIZED THAT NOTHING COULD

BE WDRSE THAN TO HAVE A SIZEABLE ANTI-AMERICAN MOVEMENT

ON JQ!? 0 ALL THE OTHER PROBLEMS IN CHOLLA PROVINCE.
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CHOX SAID~I

6. , „IN„CONCLUSION, I,REMINDED CHDI THAT THE ULTIMATE

CAUSE. IV MY OPINION, OF THE PROBLENS IN KWANGJU WAS

POLITICAL ACTION TAKEN IN SEOUL. UNLESS THERE COULD BE
50&V'PCrSITIVE POLITICAL SIGNAL GIVEN TO PEOPLE, KOREA'S

SITIIAT-104 COULD DETERIORATE STILL FURTHER WITH MOST

ADVERSE CON5EOUENCES FOR ALL OF US. I SAID 50ME OF THE

MILITARY OFFICERS SEEMED TO APPRECIATE TH15 POINT BUT

SEVERAL CRUCIAL INDIVIDUALS DIO NOT. THEY WOULD HAVE

TD RF BROUGHT AROUND TO UNDERSTAND,
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