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SUBUECT,‘KCREA MONITORING GROUP SITUATION REPORT NO, 7

. (u) FULLOWING IS A .SITUATICN REPORT ON KOREA PREPARED
IN THE DEPARTMENT AS OF 0900 EDT MAY 25 (251300ZMAY):

2. (C) THE SITUATION IN KWANGUU HAS TAKEN A RATHER GRIM
TURN. THC.MOCERATE CITIZENS COMMITTEE HAS LOST CONTROL OF
THE SITOATIONM AND THE RADICALS APPEAR TO BE IN CHARGE.
PEOPLES COURTS HAVE BEEN SET UP AND SOME EXECUTIONS HAVE

TAKEN PLAii. STUDENT DEMONSTRATORS HAVE BEEN LARGELY
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REPLACED BY UNIDENTIFIED ARMED RADICALS WHO ARE TALKING L fm”‘§”
OF SETTING UP A REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT. ;
3. (S) ARMY STRONGMAN GENERAL CHUN DOO HWAN {M-R: CHON

TU-HWAN) IS REPORTED TO HAVE CONCLUGED THAT HE HAS BEEN
DECEIVED BY THE RADICALS WITHIN KWANGUU AND THAT MILITARY
ACTION WILL NOW BE REQUIRED. AMBASSADOR GLEYSTEEN REPORTS
THAT A DELEGATION OF SENIOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WILL GD
TO KWANGUU MONDAY MORNING TO MAKE ONE LAST TRY TO RESOLVE
THE SITUATION, BUT IF THEY FAIL THEN WMILITARY ACTION TO
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REGAIN CONTROL OF THE CITY WILL PROGABLY TAKE PLACE WITHIN
24-36 HOURS. THE ROK CHAIRMAN OF THE JCS5 HAS PROMISED 7O
INFURM US BEFORE THE MOVE TAKES PLACE.

4, (C) AMERICAN CITIZENS -- THE KOREAN FOREIGN MINISTRY
HAS NOW PICUSLY REQUESTED THAT ALL FOREIGNERS LEAVE
KWANGUJU FOR THEIR OWN SAFETY. AMERICAN EMBASSY AND
MILITARY AUTHORITIES IN KORFA HAVE FORMED A TASK FORCE.
WHICH IS WORKING LATE SUNDAY RIGHT ON THIS PROBLEM.
INITIAL CONCLUSIONS ARE, HOWEVER, THAT THERE IS NO WAY

TG EXTRACT THE REMAINING AMERICANS SAFELY AND THAT THERE
15 SOMEWHAT GREATER SAFETY WO IN THEIR LYING LOW IN PLACE.
THOSE REMAINING (25-30 PERSONS, INCLUDING FIVE PEACE
CORPS VOLUNTEERS, MISSIONARIES AND ACADEMICS) HAD UNWISELY
DISREGARDED. STRONG WARNINGS FROM THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR
DAYS WhEh THIS WAS FEASIBLE TO RPQ. THE FIVE PEACE CORPS
VOLUNTEERS DEFIED A DIRECT ORDER TO LEAVE. ONCE OUT

OF KWAMGUU, THEY WILL BE SENT HOME.

5. (5) .REPCPTS FROM KWANGJU SAY THAT GOVERNMENT RADIOD
BROADCASTS 10 THE CITY ARE SAYING NOT ONLY THAT THE
U.5. HAS RELEASED FORCES FOR USE IN MAINTAINING PUBLIC
ORDER, _E THAT WE ARE ENCOURAGING THE USE OF TROODPS
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IN THI% ROLE. GENERAL WICKHAM HAS PROTESTED IN STRONG
TERMS YO-vHE MARTIAL LAW COMMAND AND WILL MAKE A PUBLIC
DENIAL- T .THE REPORTS ARE NOT CORRECTED.

6. (S) KOREAN MILITARY.PLANNING FOR HOW TO DEAL WITH THE . -
RADICAL  TURN OF EVENTS IN KWANGJU IS STILL UNDERWAY, . )
AND WE: Have® URGED THE MOST CAREFUL AND RESTRAINED USE

OF FORCE IN ORDER TO NIMIMIZE INNOCENT CASUALTIES. AN

DMINQUS. DANGER IN THE SITUATION IS POSED BY THE FACT

THAT THE TwWo THOUSAND PLUS WEAPONS COLLECTED PEACEFULLY

EARLIER FROM DEMONSTRATORS BY THE KWANGJUU CITIZENS

COMMITTEE ARE STILL WITHIN THE CITY. IT HAS NOT BEEN

POSSIBLE FOR THE COMMITTEE TO MOVE THE COLLECTED WEAPONS

PAST THE BARRICADES MANNED BY THE RADICALS AND INTO THE

HANDS OF THE MILITARY FORCES. THUS THE BULK OF THE

RECOVERED WEAPONS ARE VULNERAELE TD BEING SEIZED BY THE

RADICALS APPARENTLY SET UPON REVOLUTION. THE NUMBER OF ) !
RADICALS INVOLVED IS NOT CLEARLY KNOWN, BUT THERE ARE

REPORTS OF ABDUT 50 HARD CUORE PLUS ABOUT 500 WILLING

FOLLOWERS.

7. (C) OUR BRANCH PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER, WHO HAS NOW
ARRIVED IN SEOQUL, BROUGHT A MESSAGE FROM CATHOLIC BISHOP
YUN, WHO HAS BEEN ACTIVE IN THE CITIZENS COMMITTEE IN
KWANGJU, STRESSING THAT IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THE KOREAN
GOVERNMENT APOLOGIZE FOR THE BRUTALITY DISPLAYED BY
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SPECIAL FORCES TROOPS IN QUELLING THE INITIAL DEMONSTRATION
ON MAY 18-19. THE BISHOP BELIEVES TH1IS TRIGGERED THE WIDER

PROBLEM AND ENABLED THE RADICALS TO SEIZE THE INITIATIVE.
WE HAVE PASSED THIS MESSAGE ON THROUGH CARDINAL KIM.

B. (U) THE KDREA MONITORING GROUP WILL COVER THE
EVOLVING SITUATION FROM THE OPERATIONS CENTER THROUGHOUT
SUNDAY NIGHT (WASHINGTON TIME). PHONE: 632-7780. AT

OTHER TIMiS RESPONSIBLE CGFFICERS MAY BE REACHED EITHER
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AT THE OFFINE OF KOREAN AFFAIRS (632-7717) OR THROUGH
THE OPERATIONS CENTER WATCH (632-1512). MUSKIE
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