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SUBJECT; eFEESIBLE ROK DOMESTIC REACTION TO U.S.
- " POSFITION

REF: STATE 104

1.

2. WE ART MINY MUCH AWARE THAT THE POSITION BEING TAKEN
BY THE U.5%. IM THE CURRENT KOREAN SITUATION CAN DEVELOP
LOCAL ANYTI®U,5. REACTION IN SUME QUARTERS. SPECIFICALLY,
THE U.S. APPROVAL FDR THE MOVEMENT OF CERTAIN TROOP ELE-
MENTS TO.HAINLAIN PUBLIC ORDER MAY BE USED IN A VERY
CRITICAL*MALMER. SUCH CRITICISM IS HEIGHTENED BY FRUS-
TRATION BVEPR, AN INABILITY TO RESOLVE CURRENT PROBLEMS IN
A TOTALLY ACCFPTABLE MANNER AND THE U.S5. IS A CONVENIENT
SCAPEGUAT ~SGAINST WHICH TO UNLEASH THESE EMOTIONS.

3. AS A"KRESULT OF QUR AWARENESS OF THE ABOVE, ALL
MISSION TIRCONNEL AND U.S. MILITARY IN KOREA ARE BEING
URGED TO BE EXTREMELY CAUTIOQUS IN THEIR COMMENTY ON
LOCAL EVENTS. WHEN ASKED ABOUT THE U.S. PDSITION, THEY
WILL USE THE PMUBLIC STATEMENT CONTAINED REFTEL AND WILL

REFiAiN Fiﬁﬂ"ENGAGING IN A DISSECTION OF THE RIGHTS AND
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WRONGS OF THE KOREAN SITUATION. WHILE WE WILL NOT DENY
U.5. APPROVAL OF TROOP MOVEMENTS AND WILL AFFIRM OUR
BELIEF THAT THE PRIMARY TASK AT PRESENT 1S THE RESTORA-
TION OF LAW AND ODRDER, WE WILL NOT ENGAGE IN PROLONGED
DEBATE OF THESE ACTIONS.

4., EMBASSY HOPES THAT IN ANY FORMAL COMMENT WASHINGTON
OFFIGIALS WILL ALSD ADOPT A CAUTIOUS POSITION, ALONG THE
LINES OQUTLINED ABOYE. FOR EXAMPLE, DOD SPOKESMAN'S
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* ON-THE-RECORD STATEMENT THAT U.S. HAD CHOPPED FORCES .
FOR KWANGJU, WHICH WAS PROMINENTLY DISPLAYED IN MORNING

PRESS, COULD EXACERBATE OUR PROBLEMS IN KWANGJU. IN-

FORMAL, UNAUTHORIZED EXPLANATIONS POSE FAR LESS OF A

PROBLEM, AND ARE QOFTEN UNAVOIDABLE. WE HOPE WE CAN

MATNTAIN A LOW-KEY POSTURE IN THE IMMEDIATE DAYS AHEAD

TO HELP CONTAIN POSSIBLE ANTI-AMERICAN REACTIONS,

GLEYSTEEN
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